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Meet DePaul’s 
New Deans 
Ronald Caltabiano hit the ground run-

ning as dean of the School of Music, 

overseeing the construction of the 

school’s new facility, set for comple-

tion in spring 2018. Caltabiano, a Jul-

liard-trained musician, is a composer 

whose works have been performed 

by the San Francisco Symphony 

Orchestra, the Cincinnati Symphony 

Orchestra, the Dallas Symphony 

Orchestra and other ensembles. He 

joins the School of Music from Butler 

University in 

Indianapolis, 

where he served 

as dean and 

professor for the 

Jordan College 

of the Arts and 

managed the 

completion 

of and final 

fundraising for the Howard L. Schrott 

Center for the Arts, a 450-seat 

multiarts venue.

International scholar and 

designer Guillermo Vásquez de 

Velasco took the helm at LAS, and 

also serves 

as professor 

of art, media 

and design. 

He previously 

worked as dean 

of the College 

of Architecture 

and Planning 

at Ball State 

University in Muncie, Ind. Vásquez 

de Velasco is an architect who 

 has dedicated much of his career 

in higher education to developing 

experiential learning opportunities 

across multiple disciplines.

Pulitzer Prize winner and member of the Pulitzer Prize board Steven 
Hahn made a presentation on Why Reconstruction Mattered at 

the � fth annual Summer Institute Evening Speaker Event hosted by 
the College of Education in collaboration with Facing History and 
Ourselves. During the event on June 28, Hahn discussed this turbulent 
time in United States history, during which the seceded states were 
reintroduced into the Union after the Civil War. Hahn discussed what 
went right, what went wrong and how the actions taken at the time set o�  
a chain reaction that would eventually lead to the civil rights legislation 
and debate of the present. “Had the Civil War or Reconstruction not 
happened, slavery would have had a totally di� erent history,” he said. 

� e 13th, 14th and 15th amendments to the U.S. Constitution—
which abolished slavery; granted citizenship to all people born in the 
United States; and outlawed the denial of voting rights on the basis of race, 
color or previous condition of servitude—set the stage for federal authority 
over the states of the Confederacy. “Without these amendments and the 
Reconstruction acts, black people couldn’t vote, Lincoln wouldn’t have 
won a second term and slaveholders would have been the ones to oversee 
the transition out of slavery. � ings would have gone very di� erently.”

Hahn went on to discuss how the e� ects of Reconstruction and 
the accompanying constitutional amendments continue to a� ect 
some of the prominent social justice debates of today. “History is 
often thought of as linear, but it goes backward, too,” he said. “Gains 
you thought you made can be reversed. � ink about voting rights 
in the United States now. You had the Voting Rights Act in 1965, 
which theoretically overturned all sorts of devices used to hinder 
certain populations’ right to vote. Now, some states are again trying 
to make it much more di�  cult for people to vote, and it seems like 
we’re moving back in time. 

“Reconstruction was certainly controversial,” he continued, “but 
it’s important to note that the amendments that emerged from this 
era continue to be the basis of concrete arguments for civil rights. If 
you think about what it would be like without them, you realize why 
Reconstruction really mattered.”

 A House Reunited
Historian Steven Hahn examines the 
successes, failures and ongoing effects 
of Reconstruction

Ronald 
Caltabiano, DMA

Guillermo 
Vásquez de 
Velasco, PhD

Steven Hahn
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 On Their Way
DePaul Community Celebrates 2016 Commencement

The highlights of every year are the 
commencement ceremonies that 

launch a new class of graduating seniors 
and graduate students toward exciting 
futures. Some 6,500 DePaul student 
matriculated during the university’s 118th 
commencement ceremonies, joining 
about 173,000 DePaul alumni worldwide 
as part of the entended DePaul family. 
Six colleges held their ceremonies during 
the weekend of June 11-12. � e College 
of Law’s ceremony took place on May 
15. Keynote speakers included Martin 
R. Castro (LAS ’85, DHL ’16), chair of 
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 
Grammy Award-winning singer-songwrit-
er and actress Lila Downs (DHL ’16); 
refugee and immigrant advocate Edwin 
Silverman (DHL ’16); National Public 
Radio education correspondent Claudio 
Sanchez (DHL ’16); theatre scholar 
Todd London (DHL ’16); and Coca-Co-
la CFO Kathy Waller (DHL ’16).

Kerrie Holley (CSH ’76, JD 
’82, DHL ’16) served as the keynote 
speaker at the combined commencement 
ceremony for the College of Commu-
nication and the College of Computing 
and Digital Media (CDM). Holley, vice 

president and chief technology o�  cer 
of analytics and automation platform at 
Cisco, is a strong advocate for mentoring, 
addressing cultural barriers and providing 
better math and science education to 
underserved youth and college students. 

After receiving his honorary doctorate 
from CDM, Holley opened his keynote 
address by saying, “Growing up on the 
South Side of Chicago in a crime-infested 
neighborhood steeped in poverty, I would 
never have imagined receiving this honor.” 
He shared several lessons he learned during 
his life, which he calls in� ection points: 
“It’s not who you know, but who knows 
you; blaming is the biggest waste of time; 
thoughts that you accept as true become 
your beliefs; our highest currency is 
respect, and mastery creates respect; choose 
to do things that challenge your assump-
tions; and the people who are telling you it 
can’t be done are simply telling you they’ve 
never done it before.” He encouraged them 
on their journey following graduation by 
saying, “Impossible is not a fact, it’s an 
opinion. Everything is possible.”

Webcasts of all the commencement 
ceremonies are available at 
depaul.origindev.com/index.html.

Kerrie Holley delivers 
his keynote address.

You can always go home again was 

the presiding sentiment for Alumni 

Weekend 2016, held Oct. 14-16. 

Approximately 500 alumni and 

friends took advantage of activities 

DePaul’s Office of Alumni Relations 

planned to help them feel at home 

again at DePaul. 

The Chicago Cultural Center 

was the striking setting for the 

Alumni Weekend Reception with 

opening remarks by the Rev. Dennis 

H. Holtschneider, C.M., president 

of DePaul University. Alumni and 

guests reminisced and made new 

connections over hors d’oeuvres 

and beverages. 

The Class of 1966 and those 

who graduated more than 50 years 

ago attended a Reunion Luncheon, 

which featured the Fifty Year Club 

induction ceremony. Jennifer Rosato 

Perea, dean of the College of Law, 

welcomed attendees to the College 

of Law 50th Reunion Dinner at the 

Union League Club of Chicago.

At the Metropolitan Club, the 

Class of 1991 celebrated with a 

reception, three-course dinner 

and beer and wine. On Saturday, 

the Fall Family Harvest gave some 

of the youngest members of the 

DePaul family—future Blue Demons 

perhaps—a chance to play games 

and eat treats. The festivities 

concluded on Sunday with the 

Alumni and Family Weekend Mass 

at St. Vincent de Paul Church.

Welcome Back!
DePaul Celebrates Alumni 
Weekend 2016
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ATHLETICS

DePaul great Mark Aguirre is one of eight outstanding players and coaches who 

was inducted into the National Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame on Nov. 18, 2015, 

in Kansas City, Mo. Aguirre is DePaul’s third Collegiate Basketball Hall of Famer; 

Coach Ray Meyer and player George Mikan (LLB ’49) were inducted in 2006. 

During his three collegiate seasons, Aguirre averaged 24.5 points per game. 

As a freshman, he led the Blue Demons to the NCAA Final Four. He received the 

Naismith Men’s College Player of the Year trophy in 1980, and following his junior 

season, he was named National Player of the Year by the Associated Press (AP), 

U.S. Basketball Writers Association, United Press International and Sporting News.

Lasting Fame 
 Mark Aguirre Joins Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2016

Mark 
Aguirre in 
his prime 
as a Blue 
Demon

DePaul University, and the Metropolitan 
Pier and Exposition Authority (MPEA) 

have announced that the new event center at 
McCormick Square will be called Wintrust 
Arena. � e announcement comes after 
the signing of a letter of intent that con-
templates a de� nitive 15-year sponsorship 
agreement between DePaul and Wintrust. 

“As Chicago’s Bank, we try to align 
with the iconic brands, organizations and 
institutions that make this city what it 
is. DePaul University and McCormick 
Place � t right into that,” said Wintrust 
President & CEO Edward J. Wehmer. 
“Sponsoring DePaul’s new arena is both a 
great way for us to increase our presence in 
the city and a great way to help revitalize a 
historic Chicago district. We’re proud to be 
involved with the project.”

Upon completion in fall 2017, Wintrust 

Arena will be home to DePaul University 
men’s and women’s basketball, and is 
planned to become a prominent Chicago 
venue for concerts, sporting events, meetings 
and conventions, family-friendly shows and 
other major events. DePaul also plans to 
hold its academic convocation and com-
mencement ceremonies at the new arena.

“DePaul is grateful to have found an 
ideal naming-rights partner in Wintrust, a 
company deeply rooted in the city of Chica-
go,” said the Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, 
C.M., president of DePaul University. “We 
are excited to see the Wintrust Arena come 
to life over the next year, and ultimately, 
bring DePaul basketball back to Chicago.” 

Located at South Indiana Avenue and 
East Cermak Road, Wintrust Arena will be 
part of a lively entertainment district that 
includes new dining and entertainment 

options, hotels and vibrant streetscapes. � e 
diverse programming and location of the 
new entertainment and sports venue will 
bring additional tourism for local businesses 
and help ensure long-term economic 
growth for the neighboring communities.

“We are thrilled to welcome Wintrust 
to McCormick Square,” said Lori Healey, 
CEO of MPEA. “Wintrust Arena will be a 
game-changer for our McCormick Square 
campus, allowing us to compete for new 
events and activities, creating new jobs and 
economic opportunities for Chicago and 
the entire state of Illinois.”

� e 10,387-seat venue will feature 
22 suites, 479 club seats, two VIP club 
lounges and the Demon Deck, a designated 
section for DePaul students with a close-up 
view of the on-court action. Amenities 
will include state-of-the-art technology, 
multiple locker rooms, sports medicine 
areas and training facilities.

� e building’s distinct architecture is 
based on the original work of internationally 
renowned � rm Pelli Clarke Pelli and complet-
ed by the award-winning � rm, Moody Nolan, 
which served as the primary architect. Based 
in Columbus, Ohio, with o�  ces in Chicago, 
Moody Nolan is the largest African-Ameri-
can-owned and managed architecture � rm in 
the country. Clark Construction Company is 
the general contractor for the project.

For more information on the progress of the 
project, visit www.homecourtchicago.com.

Welcome the Wintrust Arena

Artist rendering of 
the Wintrust Arena
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Applause, 
Applause!
Athletics Director Jean Lenti 
Ponsetto honored x2

Two prestigious honors were 

bestowed upon Athletics Director 

Jean Lenti Ponsetto (EDU ’78) 
this past year. In early May, she 

received an Ellis Island Medal of 

Honor from the National Ethnic 

Coalition of Organizations (NECO), 

and in mid-June she received her 

second Under Armour AD of the 

Year award from the National 

Association of Collegiate Directors 

of Athletics (NACDA).

Since 1986, NECO has 

presented its medals of honor to 

individuals who have made it their 

mission to share their knowledge, 

compassion and unique talents 

with those in need. Recipients of 

the award have included six U.S. 

presidents, Muhammad Ali, Cesar 

Chavez, Walter Cronkite, Sandra 

Day O’Connor, Lee Iacocca and 

Rosa Parks. 

“It is very humbling to say the 

least when I look at the distin-

guished list of past and present 

honorees,” said Ponsetto.

The NACDA award recognizes 

the outstanding performance of 

the teams under her overall lead-

ership, as well as their consistent 

record of academic excellence. 

During her tenure, 14 of 15 ath-

letic programs have competed in 

NCAA championships, including 

14 straight NCAA tournament 

appearances by women’s basket-

ball, two trips for softball to the 

Women’s College World Series 

and both soccer teams’ initial 

NCAA berths. More than 1,000 

Blue Demon student-athletes 

have been named to conference 

academic honor rolls, and in 

2014-15, a record eight programs 

earned a BIG EAST Team Aca-

demic Award. In 2015-16, DePaul’s 

student-athletes posted an 

impressive 3.46 cumulative GPA.

There is passion in Dan Ustian’s (BUS 
’73) voice as he marvels at what 

he fully expects will become another of 
Chicago’s iconic structures. � e DePaul 
alumnus heads up the committee that is 
raising funds for the Wintrust Arena at 
McCormick Square. 

Ustian sees the Wintrust Arena as a 
way to ensure that DePaul’s legacy to the 
City of Chicago continues for many years 
to come. He has personally contributed 

funds toward the Alex Ustian Donor Wall 
in honor of his father, who passed away 
in 2011 at age 91. 

As he works to extend DePaul’s legacy 
into the future, Ustian also honors the 
memory of the man who supported 
his great success. “� ere will be a lot of 
emotion thinking about my father when 
my family and I see the donor wall for 
the � rst time,” Ustian says. “My dad was 
like the Ray Meyer of our family.”

DePaul Legacy
Alumnus avidly promotes event center’s potential

Gold Mine!  
Doug Bruno helps USA women’s basketball dominate in Rio

DePaul women’s basketball coach Doug 
Bruno (LAS ’73, MA ’88) once again 
played an integral role in one of the most 
dominant championship runs in sports 
history. � e U.S. Women’s National 
Basketball Team has won 49-straight games 
over six Olympics, and Bruno has been an 
assistant coach at the last two Olympics.

USA Basketball Head Coach Geno 
Auriemma and Bruno directed a team 
led by four-time Olympic gold medalists 
Diana Taurasi, Tamika Catchings and 
Sue Bird on an eight-game rampage in 
Rio that saw the team win by an average 
of 37.2 points. “Nobody competes like 
Diana, Sue and Tamika, and that’s why 

they’ve won four gold 
medals,” Bruno said. 

Will Bruno be 
going for the gold at 
the Tokyo Olympics?

“Will I coach again 
in 2020?”  he said. “Let 
me answer it this way. 
As long as I’m being 
asked, I will serve.”

Dan Ustian shows off renderings for the new Wintrust Arena.
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It seems ironic that a television show based on going “where no one 
has gone before” has been revisited again and again since it � rst 

debuted in 1966. � e original “Star Trek” series has spawned six more 
TV series, with another in the o�  ng for 2017, as well as 13 feature 
� lms. On the 50th anniversary of “Star Trek,” the perennially popular 
science � ction saga was the only logical subject of DePaul’s annual Pop 
Culture Colloquium. � e Celebration of “Star Trek,” held “stardate” 
May 7 at the Loop Campus, is the fourth such enterprise helmed by 
Paul Booth, associate professor of media and cinema studi es in the 
College of Communication.

A full roster of “Star Trek” creatives and academicians participated 
in the colloquium, including Brannon Braga, who created, wrote and 
executive-produced more than 300 episodes of “Star Trek”; Lisa Klink, 
a writer on “Star Trek: Voyager”; and Lincoln Geraghty, reader in 
popular media cultures at University of Portsmouth, U.K. About 250 
people attended the full day of panel discussions, seminars, screenings 
and vendor displays.

Seminars included the History of the Klingon Empire and Learn 
Klingon. Panels took up such topics as “� e Federation: Politics and 
‘Star Trek,’” “� e Future Is Here: Science and Technology in ‘Star 
Trek’” and “’Star Trek’ and Gender.” � e “Star Trek: Deep Space Nine” 

Live Long and Prosper
Pop Culture Colloquium Celebrates “Star Trek”

series is less discussed than other versions, but the “Reevaluating DS9” 
panel called it the one that remained closest to series creator Genwwve 
Roddenberry’s humanistic vision of the future, with Captain Benjamin 
Sisko, the only black captain so far, providing commentaries on race, 
religion, politics, leadership—and baseball.

John and Maria Jose Tenuto, sociology professors at the College 
of Lake County in Grayslake, Ill.,  who use “Star Trek” to explore 
sociological concepts with their students, gave a moving tribute to 
“Star Trek”actor Leonard Nimoy, who died in 2015. � ey said that 
Nimoy, a � rst-generation American whose parents were Russian-Jew-
ish immigrants, felt the sting of anti-Semitism as a boy, and this 
experience informed his portrayal of Mr. Spock, the half-Earthling/
half-Vulcan o�  cer who symbolized the outsider at the core of the 
Starship Enterprise’s leadership.

Booth said, “I love seeing everyone having a really good time and 
having interesting conversations about things they really love. One 
takeaway was just how powerful a work like ‘Star Trek’ can be. It has 
a� ected the way technology has developed, how people think about 
the world today, how we live today. It’s a mirror to our culture. � ere 
is an endurance to those iconic images and phrases, but at the same 
time, every iteration of ‘Star Trek’ has kept up with the times.”

As 2016 comes to a close, many students, faculty 
and sta�  are making their way home to share the 

holidays with family, friends and loved ones. Some will 
travel across the city or to a nearby suburb, while others 
will travel great distances, across the country and beyond. 
A physical dwelling that seems to welcome our return 
conjures a common image of home. Equally important to 
our well-being is the feeling of home. 

Understanding what home means to each of us is a grow-
ing area of study. Research into the meaning of home from 
faculty members in the College of Science and Health has 
the potential to help caregivers and humanitarian workers 
assist those struggling to adapt to new living arrangements 
and cultures, including the elderly and refugees. � e School 
of Hospitality Leadership is educating students to plan 
and provide high-quality, comfortable homes away from 
home for travelers whose expectations of these temporary 
dwellings have changed. Even at a university, DePaul has 
created new “homes” from former retail and factory spaces 
for classrooms, labs and libraries for our ever-expanding 
educational o� erings. 

Along with physical changes and pedagogical progress, 
the Vincentian spirit that energizes our work remains a 
constant, ensuring that when alumni return to DePaul  
they will always feel at home.

Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, C.M.

A Feeling 
of Home

FROM THE PRESIDENT
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More Than Four Walls: 

The Psychology 
of Home

Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like home.

By Marilyn Ferdinand

PSYCHOLOGY OF HOME
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W hen American actor, poet and author John 
Howard Payne wrote the lyrics to “Home! 

Sweet Home!” in 1823, he certainly had no idea 
that this homage to his little, thatched-roof cottage 
in East Hampton, N.Y., would still be going strong 
200 years later. What is it about the homely senti-
ment expressed in this tune that has captured the 
imagination of so many people? 

Joe Ferrari, professor of psychology and St. 
Vincent de Paul professor in DePaul’s College of 
Science and Health, is trying to � nd out. “I’ve been 
fascinated with trying to understand what ‘home’ 
means,” Ferrari says. “I’m a social community psy-
chologist, and one of the things we study is context, 
setting, how well people � t in a setting. Unlike many 
areas of psychology that look at de� cits in a person, 
community psychologists look at what skills a person 
possesses and how to enhance those skills.”

When we think of home, we may picture the 
house we grew up in or where we have lived for 
many years. Ferrari emphasizes that the psychology 
of home is something di� erent from the longing 
for a physical structure or location, which generally 
falls under the research areas of community and 
place attachment. Community develops among 
people who actively share something in common. 
For example, living in the same town can foster a 
sense of community among individuals, but so can 
being a DePaul graduate, a diehard Cubs fan or a 
professional accountant. Place attachment, generally 
speaking, is the bond individuals form with environ-
ments they � nd meaningful. A favorite museum, a 
� rst apartment or a speci� c stretch of beach are all 
places to which we can become emotionally attached.

How, then, does home di� er from community 
and place attachment? Ferrari says, “� ere’s some-
thing about home that makes us feel comfortable. 
In the psychological sense of home, it is something 
more than a physical place. � ere may be a security 
there, a sense of feeling safe, feeling at ease, feeling 
like you can just relax. It’s a pretty nebulous, but 
important  feeling we have.” 

Home In Diff erent Contexts
One way to think of home is as a state of mind 
triggered by memories, but Ferrari is cautious about 
assigning too much importance to them. “Memories 
of home can be positive, but they can be negative 
for some people,” Ferrari explains. “I keep thinking 
of the person from an abusive household where 
home wasn’t there.” However, because home may be 
such an essential part of our psychological makeup, 
those with negative experiences often � nd home in 
other ways. 

 “People experiencing homelessness don’t 
necessarily feel like they are without a home,” 

 “The ache for 
home lives in all 

of us, the safe 
place where we 

can go as we 
are and not be 

questioned.” 
Maya Angelou, poet

“We shape our 
dwellings, 

and a� erwards 
our dwellings 

shape us.”
Winston Churchill, 
British statesman

“Swimming is 
normal for me. 
I’m relaxed, I’m 

comfortable 
and I know my 

surroundings. It’s 
my home.”

Michael Phelps, elite 
competitive swimmer

Ferrari asserts. “It can be derogatory to call someone 
homeless, as if they’re somehow less than a full person 
because they don’t have this thing. In actuality, they 
may have a home—they just don’t have a house.”

Ferrari also is interested in the concept of home 
among those with transient lifestyles. “Let’s talk 
about military personnel and veterans,” he says. 
“� ey traveled around the world, often staying only 
several years in any location. So what is home to 
them? I’ve talked veterans and children of veterans, 
and they say ‘Home is di� erent to me than some 
building. Home is not a place for me, but a state of 
mind. I guess I have had many homes.’” 

Why Study Home?
� e psychology of home is an important new area 
of study because of the millions of baby boomers 
heading into retirement. It has been forecast that by 
2030, the U.S. population of those age 80 and older 
will increase by 79 percent. According to “Where 
Do We Go From Here? Long-Term Care in the Age 
of the Baby Boomers,” an article that appeared in 
the spring 2015 issue of the National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys Journal, “Community-based 
long-term care options for the wealthy and the poor 
are beginning to expand, but for most middle-class 
Americans, the services they need to remain at home 
continue to be una� ordable and piecemeal.” � us, 
traditional nursing home living will continue to be 
needed for millions of elderly people who will be 
unable to remain in their homes.

Fortunately, caregivers already know how to help 
seniors prepare for a rupture to their homelife. Ferrari 
says, “When we take senior citizens and place them 
in nursing homes, what do we do? We bring with 
them some things that make it more homelike. We 
need to realize that as we get older, we have to let 
things go. It doesn’t mean we have to let go of the 
memories.”

Likewise, with the number of displaced persons 
at its highest level in recorded history—59.5 
million, according to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees—understanding the 
psychology of home could help aid workers relieve 
the stress, anger, sense of loss and rootlessness many 
feel when forced from their homes and homelands 
by war and environmental disasters. “� e very � rst 
step,” says Ferrari, “is to be absolutely sensitive to 
the fact that the person has lost their home. Home 
for them is going to be very di� erent. We must 
strive to reassure them that there is a chance for a 
new home waiting. Just like you take a house and 
add on a new room—it’s still that house, but you’re 
changing it. We need to realize that people need 
to do that when they immigrate to a new country. 
You keep the structure, but you need to change it.” 



Discover the secret history and dynamic 
pasts of four DePaul buildings.

By Kelsey Schagemann
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We Were
The Way

This interior image of the 
Lewis Center melds the 
way it looks today with 
the way it appeared in 
1915. Vintage illustration 
courtesy of DePaul Special 
Collections and Archives.
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P icture downtown Chicago. Now replace the 
cars with Ford Model T’s and a few horse-
drawn buggies, substitute felt fedoras for 

baseball hats and imagine all the women in long silk 
dresses. Your transportation to the Windy City circa 
1915 is almost complete. To � nish the journey, 
bring along some of the buildings you may know 
well from your days at DePaul: the Lewis Center, 
CDM Center and DePaul Center in the Loop, and 
the 990 Building in Lincoln Park. � eir collective 
histories paint a vibrant portrait of life in Chicago 
not long after the turn of the century. 

The DePaul Center
1 E. Jackson Blvd.

� e original tenants of 
what is now known as the 
DePaul Center might smile 
to see the constant stream of 
people � owing in and out of the 
building—just as they used to 
when it was the Rothschild & 
Co. department store, beckoning 
customers to spend their 
hard-earned wages on various 
sundries. While the store began 
as a series of small buildings, the 
company’s success prompted 
founder A.M. Rothschild to 
dream ever bigger. In 1911, he 
hired renowned architectural 
� rm Holabird & Roche to 
design a steel-frame, 10-story, 
blocklong building covered 
in terra-cotta. If you look, 
you can still see the letter “R” 
emblazoned in medallions on the 
west and south facades. 

In 1936, the building 
changed hands for the � rst time, 
becoming the � agship location 
for another department store, 

Goldblatt’s, which specialized 
in low prices. Unfortunately, 
by the early 1980s, Goldblatt’s 
sales had declined drastically and 
bankruptcy was imminent. � e 
City of Chicago purchased the 
building in 1982, and it stood 
vacant until DePaul bought the 
structure in 1991. Two years 
later, with renovations complete, 
the DePaul Center became 
the anchor for the university’s 
downtown campus. 

� e building won the Best 
Renovation/Adaptive Reuse 
award from the Landmark 
Preservation Council of Illinois 
in 1994, and it’s also listed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Today, the 
DePaul Center houses the 
Driehaus College of Business, 
the Loop branch of the library, 
multiple administrative o�  ces, 
a massive Barnes & Noble, and 
various restaurants and small 
businesses.

Im
a
g

e
 c

o
u

rt
e
sy

 o
f:

 J
o

h
n

 C
h

u
c
k
m

a
n



12      DEPAUL MAGAZINE         WINTER 2016

HISTORIC BUILDINGS

Lewis Center
25 E. Jackson Blvd.

Do the students bent over their 
College of Law casebooks ever 
hear a faint, sonorous melody? If 
so, it could be the ghostly echoes 
of the piano manufacturer that 
once resided in this grand old 
building. Built in 1916 for 
the W.W. Kimball Piano Co., 
the 16-story high-rise featured 
a 500-seat recital hall on the 
second and third � oors. � e 
architectural � rm responsible for 
the design was none other than 
Graham, Burnham & Co., led 
by the sons and former partner 
of the famed Daniel Burnham, 
whose Burnham Plan outlined 
a vision for urban growth in 
Chicago. Perhaps his heirs are 
to blame for the Lewis Center’s 
notoriously slow elevators.  

William Wallace Kimball 

founded his piano manufactur-
ing facility in 1857, eventually 
growing the company into an 
international concern that was 
the largest piano manufacturer 
in the world from the late 1800s 
until the 1930s. � e Great 
Depression hit the company 
hard, and attempts to revive the 
company during World War II 
through Department of War 
contracts—presumably not for 
pianos—proved unsuccessful. 

Later, the building was 
acquired by the Frank J. Lewis 
Foundation, which donated the 
structure to DePaul in October 
1955. � is gift, which included 
the land on which the building 
stands, was the largest gift the 
university had received up to 
that point.

CDM Center
243 S. Wabash Ave.

� e CDM Center also boasts a 
musical past. � e Lyon & Healy 
building went up kitty-corner 
to the W.W. Kimball Piano Co. 
during the same year, 1916. 
Although Lyon & Healy’s 
� agship store sold uprights 
and grands in a beautiful series 
of glass-walled rooms, the 
company was better known for 
its elegant harps. 

George Washburn Lyon 
and Patrick J. Healy designed 
their � rst harp in 1889, a 
quarter-century after founding 
the company. “Let us build a 
harp that will no longer worry 
its owner because of its liability 
to get out of order easily,” Healy 
said. “Let us build a harp 
that will go around the world 
without loosening a screw.” � e 
� fth � oor of their store featured 
special sales rooms for the Lyon 
& Healy harp. 

� e harp undoubtedly 
sounded especially fantastic 
in the building’s concert hall, 
which the Music Trade Review 
called “an acoustical triumph” 
in its review of the new building 
on July 19, 1916. Patrons could 

also stop in to buy violins, band 
instruments, sheet music, music 
books and Victrolas and Victor 
records from the Victor Talking 
Machine Co. 

Architecturally, the Lyon 
& Healy building looked as 
luminous as its harps. � e dual 
entrances on Jackson Boulevard 
and Wabash Avenue featured 
walnut detailing, white marble, 
gold leaf and white enamel, 
and the marble and walnut 
motif continued throughout 
the corridors. Meanwhile, the 
Italian Renaissance-inspired 
façade—still apparent in the 
Corinthian columns on the top 
� oors—was faced with pink 
granite and gray terra-cotta, 
though only the beige-gray 
color remains today. 

DePaul acquired the build-
ing in 1981. Today, it serves 
as the home for the College of 
Computing and Digital Media. 
Eagle-eyed pedestrians and 
determined L riders can still 
spot a “ghost sign” painted on 
the building’s northwest corner: 
“Lyon & Healy | Everything 
Known in Music.”Im
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A Brief History of Seton Hall
An alley-spanning bridge connected the 

Dietzgen Co. manufacturing facilities to another of its 

buildings directly to the north. Constructed in 1929, 

the building remained in the Dietzgen Co.’s possession 

until 1975. Seven years later, the Allied Glove Company 

moved in. Their factory lasted until 1988, at which point 

DePaul purchased the building, converting it into student 

housing in May 1989. Today, Seton Hall, located at 2425 

N. Sheffield Ave., features a campus bookstore on the 

ground floor and three stories of dorm rooms above.

990 Building
990 W. Fullerton Ave. 

� e 990 Building is surely the 
only DePaul facility embla-
zoned with giant drafting 
instruments, including a 
T-square, a divider and two 
triangles. If these vivid symbols 
of its former life don’t provide 
enough context, the letters and 
numbers arcing above provide 
another clue: Eugene Dietzgen 
Co. 1906.

Now a historic landmark, 
the 990 Building was formerly 
a manufacturing plant for 
drawing materials, surveying 
instruments and related tools 
produced by the Eugene 
Dietzgen Co., currently in its 
131st year of operation. � e 
eponymous founder arrived 
in the United States from 
Germany in 1880, started his 
own engineering and supply 
house in Chicago in 1885 and 
opened his � rst manufacturing 
plant in 1893. 

A company catalogue dated 
June 1, 1907, announced the 
opening of the latest plant with 
pride: “To meet the constantly 
growing demand for our 
products, our manufacturing 
facilities have been more than 
doubled by the erection of a 
new model manufacturing 
plant at Chicago. � is we 
have equipped with the most 
modern appliances, in order 

to secure the highest degree 
of perfection in the goods 
produced by us.” 

Patrick McHa�  e, associate 
professor of geography and 
sustainable urban develop-
ment, still owns one of these 
perfected goods, a drafting 
set he acquired four decades 
ago. “It was given to me in 
my � rst cartographic drafting 
class, and even at that time, 
I recognized that these types 
of instruments were old, 
and, in a sense, obsolete,” he 
remembers. “In particular, the 
ruling pens were very di�  cult 
to use as they would only hold 
2-3 drops of ink at a time, 
and the width of the line was 
determined by a very tedious 
set screw on the head.” While 
he quickly replaced the pens, 
McHa�  e does remember 
using the compasses. 

Fittingly, McHa�  e’s o�  ce 
is located in the 990 Building, 
which DePaul purchased in 
2005, after renting space in 
the building for four years. “I 
never forgot the mappers I had 
met early in my career who 
had spent their lives making 
maps using tools like those 
from the Dietzgen factories, 
nor did I forget the culture that 
was lost in our rush to digitize 
everything,” McHa�  e says.

Associate Professor Patrick McHaffie 
owns a 40-year-old drafting set 
made by the Eugene Dietzgen Co.
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� e Pursuit of 
Consumer 
Happiness

� e School of Hospitality Leadership stays on 
trend with a constantly evolving industry

by Jamie Sokolik | Portrait photography by Sandy Rosencrans
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When a hotel stay goes well, it doesn’t happen by accident. � e people behind the scenes are working 
hard to ensure your visit is everything you expect and more. � e students and alumni of DePaul’s 

School of Hospitality Leadership in the Driehaus College of Business are eager to employ the skills 
they’ve learned to provide the best service possible to travelers of every stripe. 

Established in 2009 with a $7.5 million grant from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, the school is 
growing quickly. One of the basics students learn is that part of creating an enjoyable hotel stay is meeting 
traveler expectations. Millennials and the in� uence of the shared economy are driving this evolution to 
rede� ne hotel and travel experience. Nicholas � omas, assistant professor and director of the J. Willard 
and Alice S. Marriott Center for Student Development and Engagement at DePaul, and some of the 
school’s alumni explore a few of the many new trends that hotels are adopting in both existing and new 
facilities to meet customer expectations.

Lobby Tech
Gone are the days of the dimly lit, cavernous lobby with ornate, bulky 
furniture. Millennials aren’t interested. Instead, they want technology. 
In response, the Hyatt Regency Chicago recently updated their lobby, 
which now features interactive LED screens with pertinent guest 
information. “If you’re in town for a meeting, and you’re not sure 
where it is, you don’t have to wait in line at the front desk, explain 
what you need, wait for the associate to look up the information and 
so on,” � omas says. “You can go up to one of these � at screens, type 
in the name of the meeting, and not only will it immediately tell you 
where the meeting is, it will show you a 3-D map of how to get there.” 

� e check-in process is also changing. Many concierges now have 
iPads, so you can check in as you walk through the door rather than 
wait at the front desk. Not fast enough? Hotel apps have also become 
a popular way for guests to check in quickly and eliminate any waiting.

“I was on a trip recently, and I got on my Marriott app to check 
in on my way out of the airport,” � omas says. “While en route, I 
got a push noti� cation that my room was ready and I could pick up 
my key at the front desk. It was seriously convenient.”

Apps have a� ected more than just the check-in process. Forgot 
your toothbrush? Need a new pillow? Craving chocolate cake? At an 
increasing number of hotels, there is no need to call down to the front 
desk. Grab your cellphone (or the iPad that more and more hotels are 
providing in each guest room), open the app and make the request. 
� e item in question will be delivered to your door. 

“Millennials aren’t just used to technology—they expect it,” � omas 
says. “It’s a point of convenience. Not all hotels are making the 
transition, and they’re likely to su� er for it.”

Nicholas Thomas

Millennials aren’t just used to technology—
they expect it. It’s a point of convenience.
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Room Renewal
Travelers have always expected comfort and quality, but the defini-
tion has changed. “In recent years, there’s been a greater emphasis 
on the bathroom,” Thomas says. “The bathtub is out, and there is 
an expectation for quality fixtures and a streamlined look, both in 
the bathroom and the rest of the room.” In addition to ousting the 
tub, you’ll also be hard-pressed to find a clunky desk in a modern 
hotel room. Today’s business travelers prefer to have extra space in 
their room and take their laptops to a café or other WiFi-enabled 
space. “The Chicago Marriot Downtown Magnificent Mile has 
undergone many renovations as of late, including replacing desks 
with a small table that can easily be moved around the room and 
used for a variety of purposes,” Thomas says. 

Armoires and dressers are also becoming scarcer as millennials 
tend to live out of their suitcases while traveling. Ryan LeVeque 
(BUS ’12), revenue optimization manager for White Lodging 
Services Inc., agrees that the streamlined look is taking over.  He 
points to the Aloft Chicago City Center, a boutique hotel that is 
part of the Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide Inc., portfolio, 
as an example of the simplified rooms more hotels now offer. 
“� e dresser is very minimal, and the bathrooms are simple” he 
says. “Travelers want a quality product, but they aren’t going to 
spend their vacation in their hotel rooms, so they’ve gone back to 
high-quality basics.”

Tech amenities have advanced beyond free WiFi. Some hotels, 
especially those that cater to international travelers, have begun to 
supply iPhones to their guests. At the Hotel Icon Hong Kong, the 

iPhone serves as more than just a replacement for the in-room landline; 
hotel sta�  will download appropriate apps and maps prior to your stay. 
You can leave your personal mobile device in your room and take the 
hotel’s iPhone with you anywhere—tourist outings, business meetings, 
restaurants—and save yourself money and data usage in the process.

“It’s an incredibly simple thing, but also incredibly functional,” 
� omas says. 

Ryan LeVeque

Travelers aren’t 
going to spend 

their vacation in 
their hotel rooms, 

so they’ve gone 
back to high-
quality basics.

HOSPITALITY LEADERSHIP
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Healthy Eats 
Business travelers often dread the prospect of having to grab a packaged, 
preservative-� lled sandwich for lunch during their 15-minute break 
between meetings. “� e grab-and-go concept has been around for a long 
time, but the look of it is changing,” � omas says. “Guests want healthier, 
fresher options, even when they’re in a rush.”

To accommodate such customers, the Chicago Marriott Downtown 
Magni� cent Mile opened Rush Street Pantry, which provides quick 
and healthy food for guests on the go. � e o� erings are designed to be 
simpli� ed and portable, but the quality is still top-notch—the hotel’s 

executive chef is in charge of planning the market’s daily menu and 
uses mostly locally sourced o� erings. � e Hilton Chicago, which has 
a large percentage of guests who travel for business, o� ers a similar 
concept with their version of grab-and-go at Herb’n Kitchen. Described 
on their website as an “on-the-go urban market,” guests can choose to 
take freshly prepared items with them or enjoy a leisurely lunch in the 
casual seating area nearby. 

Kyle Harris (BUS ’15) is manager of restaurants and bars for 
the Sheraton Grand Chicago, where he helps manage seven on-site 
restaurants. He has observed the change in the grab-and-go model 
� rsthand. “We de� nitely have had to change up our grab-and-go over 
the last several years,” he says. “� e food was always made fresh daily, 
but now the guests expect a little pop of something more interesting, 
a little more gourmet.”

Harris also predicts that room service as a whole might be on its 
way out. “� e larger � ve- and six-star hotels will likely always have 
room service, but I think other hotels will move toward a 24-hour 
fresh market model. � e guests love it and the food and labor costs 
are much lower for the hotel.”

Additionally, many mainstay hotel restaurants are also getting some 
healthy improvements. “In the food and beverage industry as a whole, 
you’re seeing more of a trend toward fresh, whole, organic and locally 
sourced,” � omas says. “Many of the chain hotel restaurants are also 
following this trend. Again, consumer expectations drive this market. 
� e guest eats a certain way at home and expects to be able to maintain 
this diet on the road.”

Kyle Harris

Guests want 
healthier, fresher 

options, even 
when they’re 

in a rush.
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HISTORY 
RECLAIMED

Sister Betty Ann McNeil, D.C., tells the hidden story of 
the Daughters of Charity during the Civil War.  By Jamie Sokolik

Treasure maps can take many di� erent forms, but 
they don’t always lead to gold coins or precious 
gems. For Sr. Betty Ann McNeil, D.C., author 

of “Balm of Hope: Charity A� re Impels Daughters of 
Charity to Civil War Nursing,” her map came in the 

form of a small notation on the inside front cover of 
an old and tattered book she discovered while serving 
as the archivist for the Daughters of Charity, Province 
of Emmitsburg, Md. Upon reading the looping scrawl, 
she instantly recognized its value. 

HOSPITALITY LEADERSHIP
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It’s Easy Bee-ing Green
As society becomes more environmentally 

conscious, many large hotels are retooling 
their operations to become more eco-friendly.

 “People de� ne sustainability in the hotel 
industry differently,” Thomas says. “You 
can talk about it in terms of implementing 
creative ways to maximize resources, such 
as power; waste management; water; and 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning. Or, 
in some cases, it’s incentivizing the guest to 
behave in environmentally conscious ways.” 

Many hotels have implemented guest 
incentives. For example, Starwood Hotels 
and Resorts has the Make a Green Choice 
program in which guests who opt to forgo 
housekeeping for up to three days in a 
row receive rewards points and beverage 
vouchers. � e aforementioned Rush Street 
Pantry touts their eco-friendly and stylish 
disposable containers. Perhaps among the 
most intricate initiatives is the Fairmont 

Hotel and Resorts Bee Sustainable program. 
� e chain is helping the globally faltering 
bee population by placing hives on-site at 
select locations. This initiative not only 
supports bee health, but hotel chefs also 
incorporate the sustainable, fresh honey in 
their cooking. 

“� e jury is still out on whether sustain-
ability practices a� ect whether a guest will 
book with a certain hotel, but it’s slowly 
becoming more important,” � omas says.

Book smart! Get insider tips and 

tricks for booking your dream 

hotel at the perfect price at 

depaulmagazine.com. 

To learn more about the DePaul 

School of Hospitality Leadership, 

visit bit.ly/depaulhospitality.

St. Regis Hotels: Butler Service
Butler service has been one of the hotels’ sig-

nature amenities for more than 100 years. From 

unpacking and packing your suitcases to bever-

age service upon arrival, the hotels assure guests 

that “no request is too small or unattainable no 

matter the hour of the day.”

Loews Coronado Bay Resort: 
Pet Amenities
Gourmet room service crafted by award-winning 

chefs, specialized bedding, delicious treats on 

demand, on-site salon and … litter boxes? No, 

these amenities are not for you, though some are 

available in the human variety as well. Cats and 

dogs get preferential treatment during your stay 

at this San Diego resort.

Aloft in Cupertino, Calif.: 
Botlr Service 
No, it’s not a typo. It’s Aloft’s first robotic butler, 

Botlr. Whether you forgot to bring towels to the 

pool, your stomach is growling for a snack or you’ve 

run out of shampoo, just get on the hotel’s app and 

submit a request. Botlr will be with you shortly.

Hard Rock Hotel Chicago: 
� e Rock Star Experience Package
For those who don’t have the musical chops but 

envy the lifestyle, Hard Rock Hotel Chicago has you 

covered. Book the Rock Star Experience Package, 

and your trip is basically planned for you: limousines, 

champagne, VIP table at one of the city’s most popu-

lar night life spots, a hangover kit for the morning and 

a massage to get you ready to do it all over again.

Gone Running … Or 
Biking or Lifting

Many travelers expect their hotel to provide 
� tness opportunities. In response, some hotels 
have gone beyond the typical in-house � tness 
center. At many Westin locations, guests can rent 
athletic shoes and workout clothes. Other chains 
such as select Hyatt locations have partnerships 
with local � tness studios that allow guests to at-
tend classes during their stay. Some Ritz-Carlton 
locations o� er private yoga, meditation or Pilates 
classes, and many locations of the Mandarin 
Oriental Hotel Group and � e Langham Hotels 
and Resorts o� er a variety of personal trainers, 
group classes, bicycle rentals and more.

“Across the board, there is more of an 
emphasis on lifestyle and maintaining your 
regular lifestyle while away from home,” 
� omas says. “From the grab-and-go to more 
modern and extensive � tness facilities and 
o� erings, living healthfully while on the road 
is getting easier.”

Some hotels will o� er just about anything to ensure your 
stay is enjoyable and to keep you coming back. Here is a 

sampling of just � ve of the endless number of lavish, outrageous 
and over-the-top amenities that hotels o� er.

� e 
Extra 
Mile
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ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
CATHOLIC CHURCH HOSPITAL, 

GETTYSBURG, PENN.

As soon as the head Surgeon saw us, he took us to the ladies who had 
volunteered their services and to the men nurses, saying to them: ‘Ladies 
and men nurses, here are the Sisters of Charity, who will give all the 
directions, you are only desired to obey.’ � ey bowed assent—Gettysburg, 
with all this section of [the] country were bigoted against our holy 
religion—but bitterness had now lost its edge, and modesty might have 
blushed at the welcomes and encomiums that hailed us in the streets 
as we passed to and fro.

Everywhere the su� erers seemed to think our presence smoothed the 
barb of pain and anguish … A middle aged gentleman having come 
from Philadelphia to seek a fallen friend, enters the Hospital just as a 
Sister was giving this poor man drink. � e stranger stood for a while, 
then exclaimed loud and emphatically: ‘May God bless the Sisters of 
Charity!’ � is he repeated 3 times, then added, ‘I am a Protestant, but 
may God bless the Sisters of Charity who thus care for our poor men.’

EVERYWHERE THE 
SUFFERERS SEEMED TO 
THINK OUR PRESENCE 
SMOOTHED THE BARB OF 
PAIN AND ANGUISH.
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“One day, back in the stacks, as they say, I pulled down 
something that I hadn’t noticed before,” she says. “It 
looked like a memory book someone might paste 

together. I opened it, and there was a note from some dear 
secretary, or maybe she was just a very wise woman. It read, 
‘� is collection is valuable for it gives names which have been 
suppressed in later transcriptions. And are for the greater num-
ber, the original notes sent in response to Father Burlando’s 
requirement—unretrenched—unvarnished.’ As soon as I read 
it, I knew this wasn’t just any book.”

She was right. McNeil was in possession of memoirs and 
a previously unknown account of the Daughters of Charity’s 
involvement during the Civil War. Some of the names, places 
and facts were familiar, but other names, locations and stories 
were completely new. She soon realized that the conventional 
knowledge was a somewhat watered-down version of the entries 
found in the book she now held. 

“It’s vitally important to me that I tell the story of the Daugh-
ters of Charity—a truly Vincentian story,” she says. “What the 
Province had previously been calling Civil War Annals turned 
out to be a synthesis and redaction of the original. St. Vincent 
always gets his due credit, but the reality is that it was Louise 
who was behind him, pushing him every step of the way. � at’s 
not often recognized. Women in history don’t always get the 
full recognition they deserve. I decided it had to be published.”

During the next 15 years, McNeil worked to transcribe and 
annotate each page while still ful� lling her duties as archivist. 
When o� ered the opportunity to do research and writing at 
DePaul, she eagerly accepted. Her position as Vincentian Schol-
ar-in-Residence enabled her to � nish the book with painstaking 
detail and care. “Balm of Hope” was published in September 
2015.

“One thing I very deliberately did was to try to identify every 
sister who is mentioned in the book,” she says. “In this way, it 
serves as a resource for people who have a genealogical interest. 
We’ve actually had a few people contact us about relatives they’ve 
discovered. It’s also a resource for students to study the humanity 
and human su� ering of the war rather than the military strategies. 
� at’s in addition to educating about the critical role the Catholic 
sisters played as nurses during the war.” 

As McNeil enthusiastically but sadly points out, though the 
stories in “Balm of Hope” tell of occurrences from long ago, the 
lessons and takeaways are easily applicable to the events of today. 
She believes that the sisters’ dedication to serve everyone without 
question helped to start the process of breaking down  prejudices.

“� e Daughters of Charity led by example throughout the 
war,” she says. “If today we could learn from their example—that 
every person is valuable and requires respect and has human 
dignity—we wouldn’t have some of the cultural issues that the 
country is currently struggling with, in my opinion. Respect is 
universal. Caring is universal. � e sisters were able to demonstrate 
this and provide a serene presence and unconditional acceptance in 
the face of incredible bigotry and divisiveness. � ey showed such 
heroism, courage and devotion to duty in the midst of terrible 
chaos and violence.”

RESPECT IS UNIVERSAL. CARING IS UNIVER-
SAL. THE SISTERS WERE ABLE TO DEMON-
STRATE THIS AND PROVIDE A SERENE PRES-
ENCE AND UNCONDITIONAL ACCEPTANCE 
IN THE FACE OF INCREDIBLE BIGOTRY AND 
DIVISIVENESS.

DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY
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RECOLLECTIONS OF SISTER MATILDA 
COSKERY, HARPERS FERRY, VA.

… the Lady of the house came in and said: ‘My poor dear 
Sisters, the wagon is at the door with your baggage ready 
to take you to the cars’ … With the wagon we found our 
worthy Pastor … placed among strangers, privations, etc., 
as we were. A farm wagon with two Negro men to drive it; 
the wagon had no cover, and no seats but our trunks. � e 
night was dark, except between the broken clouds. Here and 
there a bright star and a half-moon that was dimmed also by 
the misty spray from the two Rivers formed by the dashing 
waves over the many pointed rocks that rose in their beds.

At every short distance a sentinel would ask for our 
Counter-sign which the good Pastor gave them … an 
o�  cer met us with on our leaving the wagon. He told us 
to follow him, that he thought he could procure a shelter 
from the damp night in a hut on the side of the river. We 
walked carefully for a good distance on two boards raised 

high up—crossing water on one side but too dark to see 
on the other … No lights were used, lest the ambushed 
enemy would � re on us. At last we found a little cabin 
that the poor people opened at the request of the o�  cer. 
� ey, like ourselves, were waiting for the cars to take 
them away from the Enemy, who, it was said were only 
10 miles distant; all that saved us was the destruction of 
the Bridge, little canoes, etc. Here then we sat resting our 
arms or heads on the end of our umbrellas, till 4 in the 
morning. � en what a scene! Except the car we were in, 
which was almost � lled with women and children � ying 
to some place of safety. � e other cars were without tops 
so as to put all kinds of things on it: beds, tents, sick men 
etc., etc., etc. When they would stop for water or fuel, we 
would hear the distress of the su� ering men. We were 5 
hours going, where, usually, 2 were su�  cient.

RECOLLECTIONS OF 
SISTER ROSE NOYLAND, 

FALL OF RICHMOND, VA.

Dr. [� omas] Williams told Sister Rose [Noyland] in the 
yard of the Hospital Saturday evening, that next morning 
at four, General [Robert E.] Lee would surrender.731 While 
speaking to her they were under the eyes of o�  cers and 
men who watched every motion.

On Sunday the news was con� rmed.
[� e] Yankees came in[to Richmond] on Monday 

[April 3, 1865].
…There were forty Louisianans suffering terribly 

down in the Swamp at Camp Jackson.732 The Ladies 
went to Mrs. Lee, and at the General’s suggestion Sister 
Rose [Noyland] was sent for.733 Mrs. Lee was at that time 
very in� rm, and con� ned to the house. She apologized 
for sending for Sister giving her in� rmities as excuse. 

DR. WILLIAMS TOLD SISTER ROSE 
IN THE YARD OF THE HOSPITAL 
SATURDAY EVENING, THAT NEXT 
MORNING AT FOUR, GENERAL LEE 
WOULD SURRENDER.
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POINT LOOKOUT, MARYLAND

On the 14th of July, 1862, our Revd. Father Burlando, 
with 25 sisters, left Baltimore and after 24 hours sail, 
reached this Hospital Encampment … One of our band 
had contracted typhoid fever on the Transport Boat, and 
was now called to her early reward.

She gave up her whole being, as generously as she had 
o� ered her zealous labors … Our dear Sister … received 
the Sacraments of Penance and Communion a day or two 
previous to her death, tho’ no danger was then apparent. 
� e priest being stationed 12 miles distant, could not 
reach us in time after her symptoms alarmed us; arriving 
there only in time to perform the burial service. Our dear 
Sister was honored by every e� ort of the kind Doctors 
and O�  cers, they being Pall Bearers. All the Soldiers who 
had been buried, had only a sheet wrapped around them, 
having no lumber for co�  ns, but for our dear Sister a 
white pine co�  n was gotten. � e Authorities walked in 
procession, the Soldiers playing a dead march. � ere on 
the bank of the Potomac, rested the worn-out Sister of 
Charity, but the prayers of our holy church consecrated the 
spot, by the ministry of one of her faithful sons. A martyr 
of Charity had become the base of that new mission.

WARRINGTON, FLORIDA

One morning at the hour of one we were aroused by 
loud and repeated knocks, it was the Chaplain come 
to tell us to pack, and then he would celebrate Mass 
before day[break]. Our troops had made an attack and 
it was expected the enemy would open � re as soon as it 
was day. We were in great suspense on account of our 
poor sick, as all their guns were pointed directly at the 
hospital, but it was deferred owing to their force being 
weakened by the attack … We were merely settled when 
to our astonishment they opened � re on the hospital 
without the least warning. Our good Father being away, 

our � rst thought the tabernacle. Two Sisters removed 
it to some distance from the danger; one remained to 
guard it and the rest went to assist in removing the 
sick. � ree balls passed through the hospital and one 
through the clothes room where one of the sisters was 
engaged in removing the linen, but it respected her holy 
habit and turned to one side. It was miraculous as it 
was such an immense ball and was su�  cient to have 
torn the room to pieces. Now once more we had to take 
refuge in the woods and where we remained until the 
evacuation in March.

DR. WILLIAMS TOLD SISTER ROSE 
IN THE YARD OF THE HOSPITAL 
SATURDAY EVENING, THAT NEXT 
MORNING AT FOUR, GENERAL LEE 
WOULD SURRENDER.

DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY



MONIKER
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Gabriel Wiesen (BUS ’08) helped 
jumpstart the food truck craze 
in Chicago, and he isn’t hitting the 
brakes anytime soon.

By Kelsey Schagemann  |  Photos: Jeff Marini

Donut 
Land

From
Dispatches 
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L ong before the sky-blue truck looms into view, scents of cinna-
mon and sugar waft through the air, priming taste buds around 
the block for a decadent bite of hot fried dough. Beavers Co� ee 

& Donuts isn’t the only mobile donut shop in Chicago, but it was the 
� rst, and it’s still the only one making its tasty treats fresh to order. 
Happy customers walk away in a daze, powdered sugar lining their 
lips, the sound of sizzling buttermilk batter still ringing in their ears.

� e co-owner and co-founder of Beavers Co� ee & Donuts didn’t 
grow up in a family of bakers. He didn’t know much about food 
trucks—after all, they weren’t even legal in Chicago until 2012. But 
Gabriel Wiesen (BUS ’08) did know something about paying one’s 
dues, working hard and accepting failure. So while he’s quick to name 
luck as the reason for his success, the truth isn’t so easily sugar coated. 

Starting from Scratch
In a turn of sweet irony almost too good to believe, donuts cost Wiesen 
his � rst job. He wanted to help supplement his mother’s income—it 
was just the two of them struggling to get by—so he secured a position 
at the bakery counter of Morning� elds, a neighborhood grocery store 
in Park Ridge, Ill. “I was actually so young that I had to get a special 
work permit certifying that it wasn’t child labor,” Wiesen says. 

� at didn’t mean the job was easy. Wiesen remembers carrying 
20-pound sheet cakes up three � ights of steep stairs and rarely feeling 
knowledgeable about his daily tasks. When the manager spotted 
him giving away free donuts to a friend’s parents, it was all over. Not 
surprisingly, Wiesen’s � rst foray into the food and beverage industry 
didn’t leave the best taste in his mouth. 

Nonetheless, work itself didn’t faze Wiesen. By the time he enrolled at 
DePaul, Wiesen had already held jobs in construction, an auto mechanic 
shop and a call center. “I knew I’d have to work during college, so 
DePaul’s downtown location was really appealing,” he says. “I also liked 
the giving aspect of the university’s mission. I connected with that.”

Eager Entrepreneur
Wiesen decided to major in � nance for practical reasons. “My mother 
never graduated from college, and I witnessed the di�  culties she faced 
and the opportunities she wasn’t a� orded,” he says. “Being � nancially 
secure has always been a huge motivator for me.” His senior year 
schedule highlights this inner drive: Wiesen held a full-time job at 
DePaul in the O�  ce of the Treasurer, attended classes at night and 
spent the weekends working on his � rst business, an events promotion 
and marketing company he co-founded with three friends.

� e venture took o� . “We were booking talent, venues, sta�  ng,” 
Wiesen recalls. “Our ultimate goal was always to open our own bar or 
nightclub.” Unfortunately, the company struggled to stay a� oat during the 
recession. “Eventually, things came to an end,” Wiesen says. “But it was 
good to go through the rise and fall of a company while I was young. It 
helped me gain an understanding of what to do di� erently in the future.”

Next up, Wiesen and James Nuccio, one of the event company’s 
co-founders, hatched a plan to bring � ash-cooked, Neapolitan-style 
pizza to Chicago’s North Side. � e pair developed their idea for nearly 
a year. � ey found a promising location near Loyola University’s Lake 
Shore Campus, built relationships within the U.S. Small Business 
Administration and applied for loans. 

The Beavers food truck is a 
familiar sight on Wabash Avenue, 
in front of DePaul's College of Law.
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Donut Data

Number of 
donuts sold 

annually: More 
than 2 million

Top three 
bestsellers: 

cinnamon sugar, 
powdered 

sugar, chocolate

Number of 
catering events 
annually: 200+

Number of 
donuts in a large 

order: 35

Busiest month: 
November

Busiest time of 
day: 8:30-9 a.m.

Pounds of 
batter made 

annually: 25,000 

Number of 
food trucks: 
4, plus the 

French Market 
kiosk and a 

20,000-square-
foot commissary 

space 

Best day of the 
week: Friday

Fun perk: Free 
donuts on your 

birthday 

poured each cup of co� ee and served each customer. � ey learned that 
operating an 84-square-foot food truck requires physical � nesse and 
stamina. � ey discovered that donuts fry di� erently in the summer 
versus the winter, and that batter and oil temperatures also a� ect 
quality. � ey began to understand their monthly sales trends. � ey 
experimented, adapted and expanded, and had a blast doing it. Today, 
the Beavers sta�  encompasses 25 employees at four food trucks and 
a permanent stand in the Chicago French Market. 

Getting a Piece of the Pie
It turns out that Wiesen’s little donut shop on wheels paved the way for 
a whole range of related endeavors. Much of his current business comes 
from catering private events, such as weddings, corporate retreats, 
events at colleges and high schools, and private parties; some clients 
hire Beavers multiple times per year. Wiesen is also actively working 
on franchise opportunities in Cincinnati, Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and 
elsewhere. In January, his � rst franchise, � e Dapper Doughnut, 
will open in the MGM Grand in Las Vegas. Furthermore, nearly one 
third of the licensed  food trucks spreading deliciousness throughout 
Chicago were manufactured by Midwest Food Trucks, another of 
Wiesen’s ventures. � e company has out� tted specialty trucks for 
McDonald’s, � e Hershey Co., Stou� er’s, NBC and other major 
businesses interested in experiential marketing. 

However, food trucks still face an uphill battle in many respects. 
“I joined the Illinois Restaurant Association because they were the 
biggest lobbyer against us,” Wiesen says. “� ere was a lot of pessimism, 

After Hours Pizza LLC received a loan o� er, but it only covered 
about 40 percent of the requested amount. “We would have gone out 
of business almost immediately,” Wiesen says. � is knowledge didn’t 
make it easier to walk away. “It’s like running a race,” he explains. 
“You’ve worked so hard, you’ve gone so far, everything is involved in 
this dream. I still get mad about it.”

� ough other people might have given up at this point, Wiesen 
buckled down. Armed with his alumni ID card, he went to the DePaul 
library and researched industry trends. “Fresh, local, organic and 
seasonal were big,” he says. “And a little blurb mentioned donuts.”

Putting It All on the Line
Wiesen, who was working as a production assistant and stand-in for 
the television and � lm industry at the time, started thinking about 
on-set trailers and catering. Food trucks weren’t legal in Chicago, 
but other cities were embracing the concept. Maybe Chicago would 
be next. Even if the city lagged in passing legislation, Wiesen could 
always operate on private property with a catering license.

He took a gamble. “I maxed out my credit cards, put in my entire 
savings and sold my car,” Wiesen says. “I moved back in with my 
mother to save money. My business partner and I both went all in.” 
His cousin, a trained pastry chef, helped create the � rst recipe. An 
artist friend designed the logo and related branding, which Wiesen 
calls “kitschy, fun and memorable.” In late 2011, Wiesen cooked his 
� rst batch of donuts onboard the truck. 

For the � rst 18 months, Wiesen and Nuccio made each donut, 

DISPATCHES FROM DONUT LAND
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especially earlier on, and I wanted to help change that.” In Chicago, 
food trucks must park at least 200 feet away from a competing food 
purveyor—and that broad category encompasses everything from 
� ne dining establishments to fast food joints to 7-Eleven, gas stations 
and Starbucks. Food trucks are also allowed in 35 designated zones 
throughout the city, including at S. Wabash Ave. and E. Jackson 
Drive in the heart of DePaul’s Loop Campus. Competition can be 
� erce for those spots. 

� ere are stringent regulations regarding food truck sink size, 
gas lines, permits, licenses and other items. Navigating the political 
environment and working with street festivals present their own set of 
challenges. Plus, some potential customers still view food trucks as dirty 
and their fare as unsophisticated. All of these factors compelled Wiesen 
to relaunch the Illinois Food Truck Owners Association, a defunct 
advocacy group, to amplify owners’ voices and assert their rights. “As 
more food trucks entered the market and onboard cooking became 
the norm, I recognized a need to continue the association’s goals and 
mission,” he says. “It’s our responsibility to create a safe working and 
dining experience for both food truck operators and our customers.” 

Shifting the Culture
Four years ago, Beavers sued the City of Evanston for barring food 
trucks that didn’t also operate a brick-and-mortar restaurant in the city. 
“We wanted it understood that there are people who will not stand 
for this type of discrimination,” Wiesen says. In February 2016, he 
received good news: Evanston agreed to change the law. “� e notion 
that a food truck could ever put a restaurant out of business when 
restaurants have seating, heat and air conditioning, liquor licenses—it’s 
ridiculous,” he a�  rms. 

� e food truck dining experience can be a solitary one as customers 
grab a quick bite on the go, but Wiesen is also working to change that 
perception. In 2015, he helped organize the � rst Pilsen Food Truck 
Social. � is past June, the second annual social brought together 25 
food trucks, seven neighborhood restaurants and more than 25,000 
hungry customers. “It really hit the mark in terms of what the trucks 
wanted and what the consumer experience was,” he remembers. “We 
had a great hodgepodge of people and trucks.” 

Wiesen, who seems to run solely on co� ee (and a rare donut), isn’t 
easing up on the accelerator anytime soon. “� e harder you work, the 
more successful you are, but the more successful you are, the more 
work you have,” he notes. Despite the stress and challenges, Wiesen 
embraces his nonstop schedule with its endless phone calls, meetings, 
emails and strategizing well into the night. “I enjoy my work every day, 
I truly do,” he says. “And I think it will be nice 30 or 40 years down 
the road when I can press pause and look back at what I’ve done.” He 
smiles sheepishly, then adds, “Or maybe I’ll retire to a beach and sell 
lobster rolls.” Beavers Margaritas & Lobster Rolls? Sounds like a plan. •

Feeling Hungry?
If this sampling of Beavers’ signature donuts doesn’t induce drooling, you probably don’t have a sweet tooth.

Funky Monkey 
bananas and 

Nutella

Loco Coco 
chocolate 
sauce and 
coconut

Rock Star 
strawberry 
sauce with 
pop rocks

Goombah 
cannoli 

topping and 
crumbled 

pastry shells

Good Morning 
honey, peanut 

butter and 
banana slices

Sweet Stache 
honey and 
chopped 
pistachios

Fluffernutter 
peanut 

butter and 
marshmallow

Gabe Wiesen



DEODORANT
Old Spice Classic

X-FILES POSTER
Collin’s high school librarian 
gave him a custom poster 
of “The X-Files,” featuring 
the show’s tagline “I want to 
believe,” as a graduation gift.

Think back to your dorm days. Did the 
essentials in your room include a Sierra Club 
calendar? A poster of the The Rock and 
some free weights? A clock radio? A copy 
of “DOS for Dummies”? Today’s students 
have a whole new style and set of essentials 
for dorm living today. Take a look at Collin 
and Duncan’s room in Corcoran Hall.

Photo: DePaul University/Joel Dik

INSIDE THE 
DORM ROOM
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GAMES & TV
Duncan and Collin 
use the TV to watch 
movies or play 
games on Nintendo 
64, Xbox 360 and 
Sega Dreamcast.

PHOTOS
Photos of 
Collin and his 
girlfriend

Please feel free to share your memories and photos of campus 
life at dpalumni@depaul.edu or facebook.com/depaulalumni.

CORDS & WIRES
Various cords and wires for 
Collin’s computer and game 
systems are tucked into the 
wiring of his bedframe to 
keep them out of the way 
until he needs them.

COMPUTER
A laptop for school 
assignments sits in 
front of a monitor 
that’s hooked up to 
a PlayStation4.



What makes DePaul 
feel like home?

No matter where in the world DePaul alumni live, 
they’ll always have a home at DePaul. Here are 
some of the responses alumni gave to the question, 
“What makes DePaul feel like home?”

JOIN THE DISCUSSION 

ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

facebook. com/
depaulalumni

@depaulalumni

linkd. in/1uXj3a5

@depaulalumni

flickr. com/depaulspirit 

youtube. com/
userdepaulalumnifriends

Torrence Austin (CDM ’06) 
“The imparted wisdom, values and education that 

helped shaped me as both a personal and professional 

individual to live out for the remainder of my daily life. 

For that, DePaul will always be home to me.”

Yasmina 
Blackburn (SNL ’01)
“I so enjoyed my adult 

learning experience with SNL. 

I was both happy and sad when 

I graduated. I missed the amazing 

teachers and faculty who helped me 

to succeed. When I’m downtown, 

I love to stop in the Loop campus 

and browse the spirit wear. 

Just brings warm feelings. 

I hope my kids go 

to DePaul.

Jessica Ruiz (CSH ’07) 
“DePaul is home because a feeling 

of belonging overcomes me while 

on campus. I can attend mass at St. 

Vincent DePaul and feel a sense of 

community and peace. I can walk 

into The Ray and be greeted by 

friendly students. I can walk into 

the library and access resources. 

To me, and my three siblings who 

graduated from this university, 

DePaul is HOME.”

Tim Czuba (LAS ’89) 
“That’s easy. It’s where I learned to criti-

cally think. It’s where I grew to be socially 

conscientious. Returning to DePaul is like 

returning to your mentor.”

Chelsia Lai (LAS ’15) 
“I will always consider 

DePaul home because 

it’s where I found 

friends that became 

my second family and 

truly created a home 

away from home. :) ”

Stephanie Zawisza 
(BUS ’11)

“I was at DePaul when I 

learned who I was. Thanks 

to the amazingly helpful 

staff, greatly diverse student 

body, many opportunities 

and an overall life learning 

experience, DePaul really 

shaped me. I discovered my 

true interests, developed 

passions and found my path. 

Something that shapes you 

so roundly feels like home. 

It feels like an old friend and 

safety net. It is home.

Gina Caputo 
DeVeno (EDU ’81)
“The sense of com-

munity. It felt like a 

small school in a large 

university in a big 

city. A feeling of be-

longing. My wonderful 

experiences shaped 

me as a person. 

Blessed to have those 

memories.”

DEPAUL VOICES
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1940s
 James J. Finn (BUS ’49) was 
named Man of the Year by his 
alma mater, Mount Carmel 
High School in Chicago. He 
is a member of the school’s lay 
council and formerly served 
on the board of directors. 
Now 92, Finn has worked 
for the Chicago � e Travelers 
Indemnity Co. insurance 
agency Homer, Gwinn & Co., 
since 1955.

1950s

» Arthur Weil (LAS 
MA ’52) is the author 
of 22 poetry books. 
From 1943 to 1946, he 
served in the U.S. Army 
after escaping Nazi 
Germany on the 1938 
Kindertransport. He 
later taught history and 
German in California 
public schools, and in 
1975, he established Art 
Realty in Oakland, Calif.

 � e Hon. Roger A. Benson 
(JD ’58) was awarded the 
John C. McAndrews Pro Bono 
Service award in the category 
for outstanding individual 
attorney by the Illinois State 
Bar Association. Now retired, 
he volunteers at Prairie State 
Legal Services.

1960s
 William D. Smithburg 
(BUS ’60) has joined the 
ChromaDex Inc. board of 
directors as an independent 
director. He retired from his 
position as CEO at Quaker 
Oats Co. in 1997 after more 
than 30 years.

 JoAnn G. McGrain (CSH 
’64, CSH MS ’69) received 
an honorary associate’s degree 
from Parkland College in 
Champaign, Ill., on May 12. 
She was one of four faculty 
members who launched the 
college’s associate degree 
nursing program.

 Sherwin Jarol (BUS 
’65) was recognized by 
Continental Who’s Who as a 
Pinnacle Professional in the 
� eld of real estate. He is CEO 
of SMB Bradley LLC/Bradley 
Associates LLC.

 Norman G. Malone 
(MUS ’68, MM ’73) is an 
accomplished pianist with 
paralysis in his right hand. 
He performed Ravel’s “Piano 
Concerto for the Left Hand” 
in June at PianoForte Studios 
in Chicago. Malone, now 
retired, was a choral teacher 
with Chicago Public Schools 
for more than 30 years.

1970s
 Rev. Michael T. Ivers (LAS 
’70) is president of Yuma 
Catholic High School in 
Yuma, Ariz. Ivers’ responsi-
bilities include overseeing the 
school’s community relations, 
the spiritual formation for the 
Yuma Catholic community 
and leading the development 
e� orts. He previously worked 
with the Yuma Community 
Food Bank.

 Raymond F. McCaskey 
(CSH MS ’71) was elected 
board chair of the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library 
Foundation board of directors 
at the annual meeting in 
Spring� eld, Ill. He is the 
retired president and CEO 
of Illinois-based Health Care 
Service Corp. 

 John K. Fitzgerald, Esq. 
(CSH ’72) was appointed 
interim dean of the Whittier 
Law School in Costa Mesa, 
Calif. He is a partner with 
Rutan & Tucker LLP in the 
intellectual property group.

 David E. Preng (MBA ’73) 
was elected chapter chair of 
the Texas TriCities Chapter 
of the National Association 
of Corporate Directors, after 
serving as president since 
2011. Since 1980, Preng has 
been president and CEO of 
Preng & Associates.

 Arthur H. Evans (JD ’74) is 
a partner at Arnstein & Lehr 
LLP in Chicago, where he is 
a member of the corporate 
transactions and counseling, 
estate planning and probate 
administration, real estate, 
and tax practice groups.

 Sr. Margaret Mary M. 
Feldner, O.S.F. (MED ’74) 
was honored as a Diamond 
jubilarian for having served 60 
years with the Franciscan Sisters 
of the Holy Family. She has 
served in the education o�  ces 
for the archdioceses of Portland, 
Ore., and Dubuque, Iowa, and 
served as president of Quincy 
University in Quincy, Ill.

 Henry F. Marquard (LAS 
’76, JD ’79) was appointed 
to the Iowa District Export 
Council by U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce Penny Pritzker. He 
is vice president and general 
counsel for Stanley Consul-
tants Inc. in Muscatine.

 Sandra A. Davis (SNL 
’77) was named the “Most 
Inspiring Woman in Comms” 
at Light Reading’s 2016 
Leading Lights awards. Davis 
is chief information o�  cer 
and executive vice president 
at Zayo Group LLC.

 William V. Rawski (LAS 
’77) is the owner of Zap Props 
in Chicago. He has provided 
props for several Hollywood 
� lms, TV shows, theatre 
productions and restaurants.

 Curtis J. Crawford (MBA 
’78, DHL ’99) was named to 
Savoy Magazine’s list, Power 
300: 2016 Most In� uential 
Black Corporate Directors. 
He is the president and CEO 
of XC.E.O. Inc. and is on the 
boards of directors f

or � e Chemours Co. and 
ON Semiconductor.

1980s
 William S. Cook (MBA 
’80) is a member of the board 
of directors for Kentucky 
Retirement Systems. In 2015, 
he retired from Kohlberg 
Kravis Roberts & Co. LP. 

 William G. Dempsey (BUS 
’80), a longtime pharmaceuti-
cal industry executive, has been 
appointed to Ashland board of 
directors. Dempsey previously 
served in various executive 
positions with Abbott, 
including executive vice 
president of global pharma-
ceuticals, senior vice president 
of pharmaceutical operations 
and senior vice president of 
international operations. He 
currently serves as a director of 
Landauer and Hill-Rom. 

 Edward J. Fellin (BUS 
’80) is funding the Edward 
J. Fellin, CPA Endowed 
Scholarship to help a Blue 
Demon student-athlete who 
is majoring in accounting. He 
is the senior director at the 
RSM US LLP � nance and 
accounting � rm in Chicago.

» William A. McDade 
(CSH ’80) was elected 
as chair of the Illinois 
State Medical Society 
Board of Trustees. He 
is a board-certified 
anesthesiologist and 
researcher in sickle cell 
disease, the deputy 
provost for research 
and minority issues 
and professor in the 
Department of 
Anesthesia & Critical 
Care at the University 
of Chicago, and has an 
active clinical practice 
in obstetrical and 
general anesthesia.

 Haydee Ortiz-Olinger 
(BUS ’80, JD ’83) was 
appointed to the Illinois 
Lottery Control Board by 

CLASS NOTES
Log into alumni.depaul.edu to read additional class 

notes and to discover the many ways to connect 

with other alumni and the DePaul community.

COLLEGE AND 
SCHOOL
abbreviation key 

» BUS Driehaus 
College of Business
» CDM College of 
Computing and 
Digital Media
» CMN College of 
Communication
» CSH College of 
Science and Health
» EDU College of 
Education 
» GSD Goodman 
School of Drama
» JD College of Law 
» LAS College of 
Liberal Arts and 
Social Sciences
» MUS School of 
Music
» SNL School for 
New Learning
» THE The Theatre 
School

Share your news 
with the DePaul 
community! We 
want to hear about 
your promotion, 
career move, 
wedding, birth 
announcement 
and other 
accomplishments 
and milestones.

Please include your name 
(and maiden name if 
applicable), along with 
your email, mailing 
address, degree(s) and 
year(s) of graduation.

Mail to:
DePaul University O�  ce of 
Alumni Relations
ATTN: Class Notes
1 E. Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60604

Email: 
dpalumni@depaul. edu
Online submissions: 
alumni.depaul.edu

Class notes will be posted 
on the Alumni & Friends 
website and will be 
considered for inclusion in 
DePaul Magazine. DePaul 
reserves the right to edit 
class notes.
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executive director for � eatre 
Bay Area, one of the nation’s 
largest regional performing 
arts service organizations.

 Jonathan W. Gottlieb (LAS 
’82) is a partner at Sutherland 
Asbill & Brennan LLP in 
their Washington, D.C., 
o�  ce, where he works in the 
energy, environmental and 
commodities practice group. 
Previously, he served as a 
partner at Stinson Leonard 
Street LLP.

 Andrew A. Pappas (BUS 
’82, MBA ’85) is senior vice 
president of database marketing 
and analytics at DataMentors. 
Pappas was previously 
executive vice president at 
� e Services Group.

 � omas S. Weber (BUS 
’82) was appointed senior 
vice president of internal 
audit for Telephone and Data 
Systems Inc. (TDS). He 
most recently served as vice 
president of � nancial and 
real estate services for U.S. 
Cellular, a TDS subsidiary.

 Arthur Acevedo (BUS 
’83, JD ’88, MST ’88) is 
the director of diversity & 
inclusion for faculty at � e 
John Marshall Law School 
in Chicago, where he is a 
tenured associate professor in 
the areas of federal income 
tax, contracts, corporations 
and constitutional law.

 Maria G. Arias (LAS ’83) 
was appointed to the board 
of trustees at Free Library of 
Philadelphia by Mayor Jim 
Kenney. She is vice president 
of diversity and inclusion 
at Comcast.

 Clark D. Elliott (MUS 
’83, MM ’85, CDM MS 
’90) spoke at Optometry’s 
Meeting 2016, the American 
Optometric Association’s 
annual conference. He 
credited neuro-optometric 
brain techniques with his full 
recovery from a traumatic 
brain injury. He is currently 
an associate professor at 
DePaul specializing in 
arti� cial intelligence.

 Eric T. Gastevich (MBA ’83) 
was elected board chair at the 
Anixter Center in Chicago. He 
is the founder and principal of 
ATG Real Estate Development 
LLC, a privately owned real 
estate development � rm in 
Northwest Indiana.

 James W. Snyder (BUS ’83, 
LAS MA ’86) will lead the 
mortgage securities team of 
First Trust Mortgage Income 
Fund, where he has worked 
since 2013.

 Roger B. Webber (JD 
’83) is a circuit judge in 
Champaign County, Ill. He 
was previously an associate 
judge in the 6th Circuit of 
Moultrie County, Ill., and 
was in private practice in 
Urbana, Ill., until he was 
appointed as an associate 
judge in June 2014.

 Susan C. Weidel (JD ’83) 
and her dog Little Red were 
featured in the award-win-
ning documentary “� e 
Champions,” which follows 
� ve of the pit bulls rescued 
from NFL quarterback 
Michael Vick’s dog-� ghting 
ring. Weidel and Little Red 
were � lmed at their home 
in Wyoming.

 John A. Sejdinaj (MBA 
’84) is vice president and 
chief financial officer at 
Indiana University, where 
he oversees budgetary 
and financial issues across 
seven campuses. Previously, 
he was vice president for 
finance at the University of 
Notre Dame.

 Isiaah Crawford (CSH 
MA ’85, CSH PhD ’87) is 
president of the University 
of Puget Sound in Tacoma, 
Wash. He previously served as 
provost at Seattle University.

 Scott A. Esson (MBA 
’85) is chief � nancial 
o�  cer of Energy Bank Inc., 
a manufacturer specializing 
in high-performance LED 
lighting and controls based in 
Manitowoc, Wis.

 David J. Fikse (MBA ’85) 
was named chief operating 
o�  cer of Mercy Health 
System’s Cincinnati region. 
He previously served as vice 
president of operations for 
Community Health Systems 
Inc. in Franklin, Tenn.

 Mark G. Pelletier 
(CSH ’85, CSH MS 
’88) is chief operating 
o�  cer for accreditation and 
certi� cation operations for 
� e Joint Commission in 
Oakbrook Terrace, Ill. He 
was previously executive 
director for the Hospital 
Accreditation Program.

MARRIAGES & ENGAGEMENTS 

» Benjamin J. Lenard (CDM ’02) 
married Kathleen Carlson on Oct. 8 at Saint 
Margaret Mary Parish in Naperville, Ill.
» Patricia Bustamante (CSH ’05) married 
Norman (Nick) Schneigert in Chicago in 
September 2016. Bustamante is a family 
support specialist at Children’s Home + Aid, 
where she assists high-risk families in the 
Early Head Start and Head Start programs.
» Ryan S. Taylor (JD ’05) married 
Margaret (Bastick) Taylor (CDM ’15) on 
May 7 at the Lincoln Park Conservatory in 
Chicago. Taylor is an associate with Tressler 
LLP in Chicago, and Bastick is director of 
marketing at � e Horton Group in Chicago.

» Erin R. Grobarek (LAS ’06, LAS MA 
’08) married Robert Olin Wage Jr., on 
July 16 at the Lincoln Park Conservatory 
and Gardens in Chicago. She is a writer 
and editor of children’s books for Phoenix 
International Publications Inc. in Chicago.
» Wesley G. � ompson (LAS ’06) married 
Katherine Lynne Pielemeier on April 23 at 
Riverside on the Potomac in Leesburg, Va. 
He is a speechwriter in the U.S. Department 
of State in Washington. D.C.
» Amy Wagenblast (LAS ’07) married Matt 
Halley in a ceremony at City Cottage on 
Chouteau in St. Louis on Oct. 22. She is a 

realtor with KellerWilliams Realty Inc. in St. 
Charles, Mo.
» Ashley T. Corbitt (JD ’09) married 
Christopher Sweeney on April 23 at 
University Club of Chicago, where the 
couple met in 2013.
» Stephen H. Carmody (THE ’10) married 
Kathleen Mallon on June 18 at St. Barnabas 
Roman Catholic Church in the Beverly 
neighborhood of Chicago. � e couple resides 
in New York, where Carmody works in 
theater set design.
» Jessica E. Dewalt (JD ’11) married 
Chirag H. Patel (JD ’11) on May 29 at 
the Bridgeport Art Center in Chicago. � e 
couple met as students in the College of Law 
while studying abroad in Buenos Aires.
» Rosalia Martinez (CDM ’12, CDM MS 
’14) married Liborio Loera Jr. (CDM ’15) 
at the Providence of God Church in Chicago. 
She is a cargo operations technology sta�  
representative for United Airlines.

» Andrea J. Lemieux (CMN MA ’14) 
married Zackry Christian Fletcher on Sept. 
17 in a ceremony at Zion Lutheran Church 
in Brainerd, Minn. She is a client service 
representative at Lemieux Wealth Strategies 
in Baxter, Minn.

Gov. Bruce Rauner. She is 
the corporate vice president 
and global chief compliance 
o�  cer at McDonald’s, where 
she has worked for more than 
30 years.

 � omas J. Quigley (BUS ’80) 
manages @Quigleys_Corner, 
which he uses to live-tweet 
about Southern California horse 
races. He is employed by Del 
Mar � oroughbred Club, Santa 
Anita Park and Los Alamitos 
Race Course. He also serves 
as the VIP player concierge at 
Santa Anita Park.

 Bruce J. Byots (BUS ’81) 
retired from his position as 
vice president of investor 
relations at Brunswick Corp., 
in Lake Forest, Ill., where he 
worked for eight years.

 Donald E. Jackson (LAS 
MS ’81) delivered the 
commencement address for 
his alma mater, McCook 
Community College, in 
McCook, Neb. Jackson 
will retire from his position 
as president of Hastings 
College in Nebraska after the 
2016-17 academic year.

 Sergio E. Acosta (LAS ’82) 
received the 2016 Hispanic 
Lawyers Association of Illinois 
Aguila Award. He is a partner 
at the Chicago o�  ce of 
Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP.

 Jon R. Bottor�  (MBA ’82) 
serves as chief � nancial o�  cer 
of Sol Boards, a motorized 
surfboard/snowboard hybrid. 
Bottor�  retired from HSBC 
in 2013, where he most 

recently served as chief 
� nancial o�  cer of global 
banking and markets for 
the Americas. He is also on 
the board of Vibrant TV 
Network and is chairman of 
the advisory committee for 
Srinidhi Capital, a private 
equity company.

 Janet A. Eickho� -Levey 
(CSH ’82) was promoted 
to associate professor at 
Concordia University 
Wisconsin. She teaches in 
the traditional undergraduate 
RN to BSN completion and 
graduate nursing programs.

 Bradley R. Erickson (GSD 
’82) was honored with the 
2016 Alene Valkanas State 
Arts Advocacy Award from 
Americans for the Arts. He is 
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» Lillian E. Cilano (BUS 
’86) is executive 
director of financial 
reporting at Trustmark 
Cos. in Lake Forest, Ill. 
She previously served 
as senior manager of 
financial reporting for 
the company.

 Natalye O. Paquin (JD ’86) 
is chief transformation o�  cer 
for the Girl Scouts of the 
United States of America. For 
the last � ve years, she served 
as president and CEO of Girl 
Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania.

 Diane M. Pearse (MBA 
’86) is CEO and president of 
Hickory Farms. She previously 
served as chief operating o�  cer 
and executive vice president 
of � nance for Garrett Popcorn 
Shops, senior vice president of 
operations and merchandising 
for Redbox Automated Retail 
LLC and chief � nancial o�  cer 
for Crate & Barrel.

 George Vukotich (MBA 
’86) was appointed to 
the Northeastern Illinois 
University board of trustees 
by Gov. Bruce Rauner. He 
is senior vice president of 
programming at 1871, 
which provides educational 
programming for more than 
400 startup companies.

 Je�  W. Walsh (CSH ’86) be-
gan service in the United States 
Peace Corps education division 
in July. He will serve for two 
years in a village near Pretoria, 
South Africa. Walsh previously 
taught at Beijing International 
Studies University and the U.S. 
Embassy in Beijing, China.

 Cheryle A. Wittert (BUS 
’86) was recognized by 
the Chicago chapter of the 
National Association of 
Women Business Owners with 
the 2016 Corporate Woman 
of Achievement Award. She is 
regional president of Suburban 
Illinois for BMO Private Bank.

 Michael F. Zonsius (MBA 
’86) is manager of the Gary/

Chicago International Airport. 
He previously served as chief 
� nancial o�  cer of the Chicago 
Department of Aviation, 
which runs Chicago O’Hare 
International and Chicago 
Midway International airports.

 Marie M. Blaise (MBA ’87) 
was named to the Chicago 
Defender list of Women of 
Excellence 2016. She is senior 
vice president of technical 
services for Commonwealth 
Edison Co. Blaise serves as 
a member of the board of 
directors for the Women’s 
Business Development 
Center and is on the board 
of trustees of the Chicago 
Architecture Foundation.

 William M. Casey Jr. (MBA 
’87) was named Americas vice 
chair of transaction advisory 
services for EY. He is based 
in New York City and is 
responsible for the delivery 
of high-quality transaction 
advisory services.

 Jacqueline J. Kim (THE 
’87) starred in the 2015 � lm 
“Advantageous,” which she also 
wrote and produced. � e � lm 
won a Special Jury Prize at the 
2015 Sundance Film Festival 
and was nominated for a 2016 
Film Independent Spirit Award.

 Jesse M. Reiter (JD ’87) 
was awarded the Dan Cullan 
Memorial Award, which is 
given to those who exemplify 
the qualities of Dr. Dan 
Cullan, who dedicated his 
career to advocating for 
children a� ected by birth 
injuries. Reiter is president and 
founder of Reiter & Walsh PC 
in Bloom� eld Hills, Mich.

 Robert J. Wild (MST ’87) 
is vice president of the board 
of trustees at � e Chicago 
Waldorf School. He is a partner 
at Krieg DeVault, where he 
advises small and mid-cap, 
publicly traded issuers on 
day-to-day federal securities law 
disclosure and compliance and 
board corporate governance.

 Keith C. Herron (MBA 
’88) is regional president of 
the south region at Regions 
Bank. He was previously head 
of strategic planning and 
execution at the company.

 Aric L. Simons (JD ’88) is 
part of the advisory board for 
LIG Assets Inc., a company 
focused on residential and 
commercial real estate 

acquisition and development. 
He is a partner at Robinson & 
Simons EP, which specializes 
in real estate and entertain-
ment law.

 William Edward Vesely 
(MBA ’88) is executive vice 
president and chief marketing 
o�  cer of Vision Solutions 
Inc., a provider of IT software 
solutions. He previously 
served as chief marketing 
o�  cer of SilkRoad, a software 
solutions provider.

 Cheryl L. Chavarrie (BUS 
’89) was named to the Leyden 
High School District 212 
Alumni Wall of Fame, which 
recognizes alumni of the 
Franklin Park, Ill., school who 
serve as role models for current 
students. Chavarrie is senior 
counsel for United Airlines Inc.

 Costas Spirou (LAS MA 
’89) is one of 33 emerging 
college and university leaders 
selected for the 2016-17 
class of the American 
Council on Education 
Fellows. He is professor and 
chair of the Department of 
Government and Sociology 
at Georgia College and has 
held academic appointments 
at National Louis University, 
DePaul and the University of 
Illinois at Chicago.

1990s 
 Lily M. Gulik (CDM ’90) 
is founder and instructor for 
three Chicago chapters of Girls 
Who Code, which teaches 
middle-school-age girls basic 
computer science concepts. 
Gulik has worked in a variety 
of roles for Oracle, T-Systems 
International GmbH, Dell and 
other technology companies.

 Ernest M. Fiorante (BUS 
’91) is chief � nancial o�  cer of 
� e Inland Real Estate Group 
of Companies Inc. in Oak 
Brook, Ill., where he oversees 
� nancial activities, budgeting, 
bank and lender relationships, 
accounting and � nancial 
strategic planning.

 Greg Fishman (MUS ’91) 
was a featured guest artist 
at the Marshall University 
2016 Jazz-MU-Tazz summer 
camp. � e camp o� ers an 
opportunity for high school 
students to learn more about 
jazz traditions and music. 
Fishman is an accomplished 
saxophonist and � utist who 

teaches at Greg Fishman Jazz 
Studios in Chicago.

 Todd A. Pawlicki (CSH 
MS ’91) was elected to the 
board of directors for the 
American Society for Radiation 
Oncology. He is a professor 
of radiation oncology at the 
University of California San 
Diego in La Jolla, Calif.

 Roger J. Yule Jr. (MST ’91) 
is a tax manager at Wip� i 
LLP in Tinley Park, Ill., where 
he specializes in taxation of 
individuals working outside 
their country of origin.

 James F. Botana (JD ’92) is 
the leader of the Jackson Lewis 
PC Chicago o�  ce. He has 
been with the � rm for 16 years 
and has worked on a variety of 
labor-related cases.

 Daniel E. Brame (MM 
’92) was recognized with the 
Chicagoland Outstanding 
Music Educators Award at the 
high school and college level 
by Quinlan & Fabish. He is 
director of bands at Deer� eld 
High School, where he has 
taught for 28 of his 30 years in 
the profession.

 Anne Humphrey (LAS 
MA ’92) was nominated by 
McHenry County College 
for the Illinois Community 
College Trustees Association 
2016 Outstanding Full-Time 
Faculty Member Award. She 
has been teaching English in 
the Illinois community college 
system for more than 18 years 
and at McHenry County 
College for 14 years.

 William J. Hunter (BUS 
’92, MBA ’96) is the treasurer 
and vice president of � nance 
for Oroplata Resources Inc. 
He previously led the Americas 
banking team at Nomura 
Holdings Inc.

 Scott O. Johnson (SNL MA 
’92) is executive director of 
St. Ann’s Residence, a senior as-
sisted- and independent-living 
community in Duluth, Minn.

 Matthew R. Gallagher (JD 
’93) competed in the Chicago 
Yacht Club Race to Mackinac 
in July. He is co-founder of 
Gallagher Niemeyer & Abrams 
LLC, where he practices real 
estate law. 

 � e Hon. T. Clint Hull 
III (JD ’93) was appointed 
circuit judge of the 16th 
Judicial Circuit, 4th Subcircuit 

by the Illinois Supreme 
Court. He currently serves as 
presiding judge of the Juvenile 
Division, responsible for 
delinquency matters.

 Paul M. Rand (LAS MS 
’93) was a featured speaker 
at a workshop presented 
by the Bedaya Centre for 
Entrepreneurship and Career 
Development in collabora-
tion with the Sheikh Faisal 
Centre for Entrepreneurship 
in the Middle East in the 
Driehaus College of Business. 
He is president and CEO of 
the Zócalo Group, a social 
and digital marketing agency 
in Chicago.

 Anthony J. Szczepaniak 
(MST ’93) is CEO of Moore 
Stephens North America Inc. 
(MSNA), an accounting � rm 
association based in Saddle 
Brook, N.J.

 Michael D. Episcope (BUS 
’94, BUS MS ’08) is principal 
and co-founder of Origin 
Investments LLC. He co-chairs 
the company’s investment 
committee, oversees marketing 
and sales e� orts and has 
purchased and executed 
more than $650 million of 
commercial real estate and debt 
collateralized by commercial 
real estate.

 John L. Krieg (MBA ’94) is 
managing director and head of 
institutional client relationship 
management for the Americas 
at the Chicago o�  ce of UBS 
Asset Management.

 David W. Matre (MBA 
’94) joined Montage as chief 
� nancial o�  cer. In this role, he 
is responsible for accounting, 
corporate � nance, risk man-
agement, human resources, 
legal, treasury and investor 
relations. Matre previously 
served as chief � nancial o�  cer 
at PartsTrader.

 Gary Peric (JD ’94) is 
leader of the state and local 
tax practice at Baker Tilly 
International, an accounting 
and advisory � rm in Chicago.

 Robert Rice (LAS ’94) 
was promoted to senior vice 
president of debt programs at 
� e Community Development 
Trust in New York, which 
provides long-term debt and 
equity capital for the creation 
and preservation of a� ordable 
housing. He previously served 
as vice president, debt.
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 David Sullivan II (BUS 
’94) is treasurer of � omas 
White International, where 
he also serves as the � rm’s 
director of trading. Sullivan 
became a member of the 
organization after partici-
pating in the � rm’s analyst 
summer intern program.

 � omas L. Frale Jr. 
(MBA ’95) is director 
of business development 
for RLR Management 
Consulting Inc., where he is 
responsible for developing 
sales opportunities and 
enhancing new and existing 
client relationships. Frale is 
based in Chicago and focuses 
on Midwest community and 
regional banks.

 Tony W. Hunter (MBA 
’95) was elected as chairman 
of the board of directors for 
the Newspaper Association 
of America. He is president 
of national revenue and 
strategic initiatives for 
Tribune Publishing.

 John T. Neil (MBA 
’95) is vice president of 
strategic operations for 
Gibraltar Industries, a leading 

manufacturer and distributor 
of products for residential and 
industrial markets. Neil joins 
Gibraltar after a 26-year career 
with Illinois Tool Works Inc., 
and more recently, SFS Intec.

 Christopher R. Kelly 
(LLM ’96) is founder and 
CEO of Emergency Physi-
cian Partners in Franklin, 
Tenn., which opened Dec. 
1, 2016. � e company helps 
private emergency medicine 
practices with the business 
side to ensure they maintain 
clinical independence.

 Christopher J. Leazier 
(LAS MA ’96) served as an 
assistant coach with of the 
Nigerian Olympic men’s 
basketball program during 
the 2016 Olympic Games. 
He is currently the men’s 
basketball coach at Vermont 
Technical College.

 Craig P. Mannarino (JD 
’96) is a lawyer with Kralovec, 
Jambois and Schwartz in 
Chicago and helped win 
a $2.6 million medical 
malpractice settlement for 
his client. He joined the � rm 
in 1997 and focuses on cases 

involving medical malprac-
tice, automobile negligence 
and other catastrophic injury 
and wrongful death.

 Kendra L. � ulin (MFA 
’96) performed in Steep 
� eatre’s production of 
“Wastwater,” July 7-Aug. 
13. She is a Je�  Award 
winner, a member of the 
Steep Company and an 
associate professor in � ne and 
performing arts at Columbia 
College Chicago.

 Angela L. Underwood 
(SNL ’96) has published the 
motivational book “Vessel of 
Steel: Reaching Your Highest 
Potential.” She is the founder 
and CEO of FinGive, which 
provides � nancial education.

 Joseph P. Calhoun (MBA 
’97) spoke at � e Liberty 
and Economic Freedom 
Speaker Series at Susquehanna 
University in October. He is a 
lecturer in the Department of 
Economics and the assistant 
director of the Gus A. Stavros 
Center for the Advancement 
of Free Enterprise and 
Economic Education at 
Florida State University.

 Coreen M. Dicus-Johnson 
(JD ’97) is president and 
CEO of Network Health, 
a Wisconsin-based health 
insurance company owned 
by Ascension and Froedtert 
Health. She was previously 
president of Wheaton 
Franciscan Healthcare’s 
central market.

 Mark A. Knox (MBA ’97) 
is on the board of directors 
of Fox Valley Habitat for 
Humanity, where he will 
serve a three-year term on the 
� nance committee and the 
fund development committee. 
He is resource management 
forecasting director at Southern 
Co. in Naperville, Ill.

 Brian J. Morris (LAS ’97) 
is managing director of the 
enterprise valuation services 
group at Hilco Valuation 
Services. He is based at the 
Northbrook, Ill., o�  ce and 
is responsible for the North 
American region.

 Kent D. Dean (JD ’98) was 
honored in September by � e 
Family Defense Center with the 
2016 Family Defender Award. 
� is is the Center’s highest 

award and celebrates Dean’s 
commitment to improving the 
child welfare system through 
educating attorneys and parents 
and representing families 
involved in the system. Dean 
is a member of the steering 
committee for the Illinois 
Parent Attorney Network. He 
practices law in Oak Park, Ill.

 Scott T. Illingworth (THE 
’98, MFA ’08) directed � e 
FARM � eater’s production 
of, “Hope You Get to Eleven, 
or What are We Going to Do 
About Sally?” as part of the 8th 
Annual Planet Connections 
� eatre Festivity at the 
Paradise Factory. Illingworth 
is a freelance director based in 
New York.

 Rudresh K. Mahanthappa 
(MM ’98) is the director of 
jazz for the Department of 
Music at Princeton University. 
He is an acclaimed saxophonist 
whose album “Bird Calls” was 
hailed as the best album of 
2015 by Downbeat and NPR.

 Gloria M. Batey (SNL ’99, 
SNL MA ’15) was named 
to the Chicago Defender 
list of Women of Excellence 

IN MEMORIAM

Lord, we commend to 
you the souls of our 
dearly departed. 
In your mercy and love, 
grant them eternal peace.

 » Alumni
Valeria A. Spychala (BUS 
’37) » Victor J. Cassato 
(JD ’38) » Rose J. Acek 
(CER ’40) » Helen J. Reed 
(EDU ’40) » Edward C. 
Anderson, C.S.V. (LAS ’44) 
» Edwin J. Schillinger (CSH 
’44) » Frank T. Barber (JD 
’48) » Marie-Lorraine Mori 
(BUS ’48) » Mary J. Arcus 
(LAS ’49) » Raymond P. 
Denegri (LAS MA ’49) » 
Dian Dionesotes (LAS ’49) » 
Richard J. Hemme (LAS ’50) 
» Denise R. Philpot (CSH 
’50) » William E. Dunn Jr. 
(BUS ’51) » Mary B. Vogel 
(LAS’52) » � eodore W. 
Anderson (JD ’53) » Law-
rence T. Lopina (MBA ’53) 
» Leo V. Ryan, C.S.V. (MBA 
’53, DHL ’13) » Chester P. 

Szymczyk (BUS ’53) » Gerald 
J. Mannix Jr. (LAS ’54, LLB 
’59) » Donald M. Rose (CSH 
’54, JD ’59) » Ronald J. 
Balesh (CSH ’55) » Louis B. 
Garippo (JD ’55) » Patricia 
M. Bartos (EDU ’56) » James 
M. Butsback (BUS ’56) » 
John P. Costello (BUS ’56) » 
Oscar O. D’Angelo (JD ’56) » 
Mary Declan Foss, O.P. (MED 
’56)  » James W. Foley (BUS 
’56) » Michael R. Vivo (BUS 
’56) » Jack M. Gargiulo (BUS 
’57) » Audrey Hull (LAS MA 
’57) » John C. Brey (MED 
’58) » Albert Bury Jr. (BUS 
’58) » Rosemary Conlon, 
O.P. (LAS ’58) » Joyce M. 
Olson (CER ’58) » Nancy M. 
Nuccio (CER ’59) » Maureen 
A. Rosenbach (BUS ’59, 
CER ’59) » Peter D. Abrams 
(LAS MA ’60) » Josephine 
M. D’Angelo (LAS ’60) » 
Edward R. Davis (JD ’61) » 
David J. Baloun (LAS ’62) » 
Margaret D. Carter (EDU MA 
’62) » Frank J. Mlynarczyk 
(BUS ’62) » Alverna M. 
Paulan (JD ’62) » Judith S. 
Bohning (LAS ’63) » Donald 

J. Brumlik (JD ’63) » Stephen 
Chizzo (CSH ’63) » Mary F. 
Tomasic (LAS ’63) » John P. 
Fox Sr. (BUS ’64, MBA ’67) » 
Tessie M. Keene (LAS ’64) » 
William E. Schaefer Sr. (EDU 
’64) » Albert C. Upstrom 
(MBA ’64) » Fern Feder 
(CSH MA ’65) » Richard 
M. Green (BUS ’66) » 
Lawrence F. Kelly (BUS ’66) 
» Maryann Roeske (LAS ’67) 
» George W. See (BUS ’67) 
» Robert P. Kearney (MBA 
’68) » James F. Novak (BUS 
’68, MBA ’73) » Ward White 
(LAS MA ’68) » Katherine 
L. Baar (CSH ’70) » Georgia 
L. Barnes (CSH MS ’70) » 
Paul G. Ericksen (CSH MA 
’70) » Joseph M. Franklin 
(LAS MA ’70) » Anne L. 
Mullaney (MED ’70) » Judith 
Marie Bergan (GSD ’71) » 
Robert G. Miller (LAS ’71) » 
Joseph J. Sto� el (MBA ’71) » 
Richard A. Elliott (BUS ’72) » 
Steven A. Koga (CSH ’72) » 
Glen R. Cannon (MBA ’73) 
» Robert A. Dudek (MBA 
’73) » Gail E. Hercule (CSH 
’73) » Emma J. McClellan 

(MED ’73) » William M. 
Bak (BUS ’74) » Patricia A. 
Flynn (JD ’76) » Richard 
J. Hrpcha (LAS MS ’76) » 
Ouida O. Silas (CSH ’76) » 
Juana M. Velazquez (EDU ’77) 
» Barbara J. Johnson (CSH 
MS ’78) » Maryann Pfenning 
(BUS ’78) » Claire A. Lareau 
(LAS MS ’80) » Madelyn L. 
Means (LAS ’80) » Stephen 
W. Sutton (JD ’81) » Mark 
H. Sokolsky (JD ’83) » Rod 
T. Bennett (MUS ’84) » 
George E. Tapling (MBA ’86) 
» David M. Wrobel (MBA 
’86) » Kathleen A. Mullarkey 
(MBA ’87) » Timothy T. 
Sidlow (EDU ’89) » Colleen 
T. Shaughnessy (JD ’91) » 
Sara A. Roth Schottenstein 
(JD ’92) » Pamela A. French 
(MBA ’93) » Wendy C. 
Martin (MBA ’93) » Cheryl 
A. Kennedy (SNL ’94) » 
Melinda E. Stratton (LAS MA 
’95) » Richard J. Gochee 
(MBA ’96) » Vanessa J. 
Molzahn (CSH MA ’96) » 
Candace M. Walsh (BUS ’96) 
» Mbiganyi Lashani (LAS 
’01) » Stacey N. Burton-Al-

cocer (LAS ’07) » Cindy S. 
McCammack (LAS MS ’07) 
» Keshia Marcelle (CSH ’11) 
» Benjamin G. Hovest (BUS 
’13) » 

Friends
Gilda R. Barston
Mary Ellen Brumbach
Robert M. Coughlan
Leroy Dolack
Jim Erskine
Quanyae Farrior
Stuart H. Glicken
Carol E. Hopkins
Jack L. Karp
Byrd M. Kelly
Gary K. Kohler
Charlotte Liss
Raymond P. Niro Sr.
Maureen Scott, RSM
Genevieve Shelton
Bryan E. Tingstad
Robert H. Wessberg
Yuen-Fat Wong
 
Editor’s Note: Due to space 
limitations, this memorial list 
includes only those alumni and 
friends who our o�  ces have 
con� rmed have passed away since 
the previous issue was printed.
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2016. She is the practice area 
director of organizational 
change management and 
training for � e William 
Everett Group, a technology 
consulting � rm in Chicago.

 Gena P. Brooks Flynn 
(LAS ’99) is the director 
of the Center for Black 
Studies at Northern Illinois 
University. Flynn previously 
led the o�  ce of academic 
support at North Central 
College in Naperville, Ill.

 Karen S. Carter (MBA ’99) 
is commercial vice president 
of DOW Packaging and 
Specialty Plastics at � e DOW 
Chemical Co., where she 
has worked since 1994. She 
is a leader in the company’s 
African-American Network.

 Jane M. Hendricks (MBA 
’99) is product marketing 
manager for business 
intelligence and predictive 
analytics at IBM.

 Robert E. Joseph (MBA 
’99) joined the Northern 
Trust Corp. asset management 
team as global head of 
consultant relations.

 James A. Sulikowski 
(CSH MS ’99) is a professor 
of marine science at the 
University of New England 
in Biddeford, Maine, and 
was featured in the premiere 
episode of “Shark Week 2016” 
on the Discovery Channel.

 Larry G. Swets (BUS MS 
’99) is a member of the 
board of directors at Limbach 
Holdings Inc. He is president 
and CEO at Kingsway 
Financial Services Inc., a 
holding company functioning 
as a merchant bank with a 
focus on long-term value 
creation. He was previously 
director at United Insurance 
Holding Corp.

2000s 
 Jordi Camps (MBA ’00) 
is the executive director of 
business services for East 
Maine School District 63. He 
is a CPA and previously served 
as � nance controller of product 
development for Motorola 
Mobility LLC.

 Michael C. Du�  n 
(CMN ’00) received the 
Franklin Award from the U.S. 
Department of State for his 

work in the � eld of countering 
violent extremism. Du�  n is 
a policy advisor in the State 
Department’s Bureau of Coun-
terterrorism and Countering 
Violent Extremism.

 Christopher L. Facka (MBA 
’00) is managing director of 
the Florida East region of 
GenSpring Family O�  ces 
LLC. He serves South Florida, 
including Palm Beach and 
Miami, from the company’s 
Jupiter, Fla., o�  ce. He 
previously was a senior wealth 
advisor at � e Bank of New 
York Mellon Corp.

 David R. Jarczyk (BUS 
’00, MBA ’08) was named 
to the Intellectual Asset 
Magazine Strategy 300, which 
recognizes the world’s leading 
IP strategists. � is is the � fth 
consecutive year he’s been on 
the list. Jarczyk is CEO at 
ktMINE in Chicago, Ill.

 Brett P. Smiley (BUS ’00, 
MBA ’03) is chief of sta�  to 
Gov. Gina Raimondo of Rhode 
Island. He was previously 
Providence’s chief operating 
o�  cer for Mayor Jorge Elorza.

 Nicholas L. Bretz (EDU 
’01, MED ’04) is principal 
at Hastings Middle School in 
Fairhaven, Mass. He previously 
served as principal of James 
Tansey Elementary School in 
Fall River, Mass.

 J. T. Fitzgerald (BUS ’01) 
is managing partner at Argo 
Management Group LLC in 
Chicago. He joined Kingsway 
Financial Services Inc. in 
Toronto as an executive vice 
president when Argo was 
acquired by Kingsway in 
April. Fitzgerald also assumed 
leadership of 1347 Warranty 
Holdings, which was formed 
to manage Kingsway’s 
warranty businesses.

 Tara L. Grabarczyk (JD 
’01) is an associate with 
the Law O�  ces of Suzanne 
Wells in Monticello, Ill. She 
previously practiced in San 
Diego for 11 years.

 Lisa D. Rodriguez 
(MBA ’01) is regional vice 
president for the Midwestern 
United States at the Chicago 
o�  ce of Weichert Workforce 
Mobility. In this role, she 
oversees operational activities 
and spearheads strategic 
development in her region.

 Christopher P. Saunders 
(CDM ’01) is head of the 
information technology 
department at Gordon Electric 
Supply Inc. in Kankakee, 
Ill. His responsibilities 
include management of all 
the computer systems and 
maintenance of the website.

 Jami N. Timmons (MBA 
’01) is the vice president 
of product management at 
Avionté, a leader in technology 
solutions for the sta�  ng and 
recruiting industry. She leads all 
product initiatives and oversees 
the product management 
team in Eagan, Minn. 
Timmons previously worked at 
TravelClick and Orbitz LLC.

 Amabel R. Crawford (EDU 
’02) is director of learning and 
instruction at Flossmoor School 
District 161. She previously 
worked for the American 
Institute for Research-Illinois 
Center for School Improve-
ment as a district liaison for 
data and curriculum.

» Frank M. DeVincentis 
(BUS ’02) is senior vice 
president of Morgan 
Stanley Wealth 
Management and was 
named to the Invest-
ment News 40 Under 
40 List for 2016. He is 
an accomplished opera 
singer and serves as 
vice president of 
benefits for the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago’s 
guild board.

 John H. Dozier (MBA ’02, 
EdD ’11) is board chair at Ed-
Venture, a children’s museum 
in Columbia, S.C. He is the 
inaugural chief diversity o�  cer 
at the University of South 
Carolina, also in Columbia, 
where he is responsible for 
leading diversity and inclusion 
e� orts that embody the values 
of the university.

 Alexandra M. Figueroa 
(CDM MS ’02) was among 
35 professionals nationally 

 When Mark Boergers (THE MFA ’10) 
wrote “The Things We Keep” as a mas-

ter’s student at The Theatre School, he 

never thought it would eventually be 

produced by the Chicago theatre com-

pany he would co-found with fellow 

alumni Bridget Haight (THE MFA ’10) 
and Megan Kohl (THE MFA ’09).  “The 

script would sit for about a year, but I 

always came back,” says Boergers, who 

is artistic director of The Arc Theatre 

and the theater program at Cardinal 

Stritch University in Milwaukee. “Every 

time I did, I was happy with it.”

The story, which explores themes 

of familial relationships and aging 

during the last days of a collage artist’s 

life, was inspired by Boergers’ own 

paternal aunt and explores themes of 

familial relationships and aging. When 

the show opened on Feb. 4, Haight and 

Kohl took charge behind the scenes 

so he could take it in with his family.

“I had a few nerves,” he says. “But 

at intermission, my cousin said, ‘I am 

totally engulfed in this play. I can’t wait 

to see what happens.’ That gave me 

permission to breathe.”

When the play closed on Feb. 28, 

Boergers began working with Theatre 

RED near Milwaukee, which tackles 

everything from Shakespeare to 

horror. “Working on such a variety 

of genres forces me to be present and 

to develop shows without imposition. 

As a total Type A, my theater process 

challenges me constantly; perhaps 

that’s why I am drawn to it.”

Spotlight
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who were named as Young 
Hispanic Corporate Achievers 
by the Hispanic Association 
on Corporate Responsibility 
(HACR). � e annual program 
recognizes young Hispanics 
at Fortune 500 and HACR 
corporate member companies. 
Figueroa is a senior software 
developer at the General 
Motors in Chandler, Ariz.

 Christa N. MacFarlane (BUS 
’02, MED ’04) was inducted 
into the McAuley High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame, where 
she played volleyball and 
basketball.

 Amy M. Starr (LAS 
’02) was named to the 
Chicagosplash.com list of 15 
most stylish singles in Chicago 
for 2016. In her pro� le, she 
names being inducted into 
the DePaul Hall of Fame with 
the 1998 softball team as one 
of her greatest achievements. 
Starr is the general manager 
and bar director for NAHA 
and bar director for Brindille, 
both in Chicago.

 Craig S. Zomchek (BUS ’02, 
MBA ’05) is president of Colley 
Elevator and is president-elect 
for the National Association 
of Elevator Contractors, the 
largest vertical transportation 
association in North America.

 John A. Brock (MBA ’03) 
was promoted to executive 

vice president and chief 
information o�  cer at Associa, 
which provides homeowner 
association services.

 Sanja R. Stinson (SNL ’03) 
was named to the Chicago 
Defender list of Women of 
Excellence 2016. She is the 
founding CEO and executive 
director of Matthew House 
Chicago, a daytime emergency 
and supportive service center 
for homeless men, women and 
children. Among her advocacy 
work, Stinson has served as 
an organizer and supporter 
with All Chicago and Chicago 
Coalition for the Homeless. 
She is the founding pastor of 
Victory & Grace Christian 
Church in Chicago.

 Tony Zolla (CDM MS 
’03) is chief product o�  cer 
at Cars.com, based in their 
Chicago o�  ce. Previously, he 
was senior vice president of 
customer experience at Redbox 
Automated Retail LLC.

 Albert C. Angelo (LAS ’04) 
is a partner at Hinshaw & Cul-
bertson LLP’s Chicago o�  ce. 
He focuses his practice on tort 
defense litigation, including 
cases involving transportation, 
products liability, toxic tort, 
chemical exposure, � re 
litigation, construction defect 
and general liability matters. He 
was previously an associate at 
the � rm.

 Bob Parise (MBA ’04) 
is practice lead of public 
funds and Taft-Hartley for 
Northern Trust Corp. Asset 
Management. In this role, he 
establishes business strategy 
and leads the delivery of 
investment solutions. 
He joins the company 
from JPMorgan Asset 
Management, where he was a 
managing director.

 Kelly J. Smith (JD ’04) 
was promoted to partner at 
SmithAmundsen LLC in the 
� rm’s Indianapolis o�  ce. She 
is a patent attorney who assists 
clients with patent opinions, 
patent prosecution and 
litigation, and other intellectual 
property issues.

 Molly A. Carey (JD ’05) 
was promoted to partner 
at Fragomen Worldwide 
at their Boston o�  ce. She 
assists corporate clients with 
U.S. employment-based 
immigration.

» Kelly M. Christian-
sen (CMN ’05) is an 
account executive at 

The Roberts Group 
Inc. in Waukesha, Wis. 
The agency provides 
advertising, marketing 
and communications 
with health marketing 
expertise. Christian-
sen was previously 
the director of 
marketing and client 
service at HighTower 
Securities LLC.

 Will Davis (THE ’05) 
directed the play “Men on 
Boats,” which had a four-week 
limited engagement in June 
at Playwrights Horizons’ Peter 
Jay Sharp � eater in New 
York City. Davis is artistic 
director for American � eater 
Company in Chicago.

 Vadym V. Didenko (MBA 
’05) is vice president and chief 
� nancial o�  cer for Florida 
Hospital West Florida Region. 
He assists and oversees revenue 
cycles for the region’s hospitals, 
supports business line growth 
initiatives and drives more 
e�  cient resource use. He was 
previously chief � nancial o�  cer 
at Florida Hospital Tampa.

 Andrew R. Smith (JD 
’05, CDM MS ’05) is 
part-owner of Ten Ninety, an 
11,000-square-foot brewery 
and tap room in Glenview, Ill., 
which opened on April 25. You 
can � nd Ten Ninety brews at 

retailers such Heinen’s, Trader 
Joe’s, Mariano’s and Binny’s.

 Benjamin A. Churchill 
(MED ’06) is superintendent 
of the Carlsbad Uni� ed 
School District in California. 
He previously served as chief 
academic o�  cer for Com-
munity Unit School District 
300 in Algonquin, Ill., where 
he led all aspects of teaching 
and learning in 26 schools for 
nearly 21,000 students, grades 
pre-K-12.

 Casey C. Decker (CDM 
MS ’06) is chief information 
o�  cer of FBL Financial 
Group Inc., and its a�  liated 
insurance companies, which 
go to market as Farm 
Bureau Financial Services. 
In this role, Decker is 
responsible for all aspects 
of the company’s IT e� orts. 
Decker joined FBL in 2004 
as a programmer analyst 
and progressed to business 
technology vice president.

 Ashley G. James (LAS ’06) 
is lead employment counsel at 
Facebook in San Francisco. She 
previously served as an associate 
at Kirkland & Ellis LLP in 
Washington, D.C.

 Cody J. Lassen (SNL ’06) is 
co-producer of the Broadway 
musical “Spring Awakening,” 
which was nominated for three 
Tony Awards: best revival of a 

CLASS NOTES

 FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS, the band Chicago has been rocking, touring 

and entertaining with their unique fusion of rock and jazz with a distinctive horns 

section. Their career achievements were recognized by the music community 

when they were inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame on April 8. Take a look 

back at Chicago’s path to acclaim and stardom, starting from their days at DePaul.

» 1965  Saxophonist Walter Parazaider (MUS 

’69, DHL ’08), trumpet player Lee Loughnane 

and trombone player James Pankow meet 

at DePaul’s School of Music. While playing 

nighttime gigs around Chicago, they are 

joined by guitarist Terry Kath, drummer Danny 

Seraphine and organist Robert Lamm.

» 1967  Under the name Big Thing, the group 

transitions from covering songs to writing and 

playing original material. The sextet becomes 

a septet upon meeting vocalist and bassist 

Peter Cetera.

» 1968  The bandmates adopt a new name: 

Chicago Transit Authority.

» 1969  The group moves to New York to 

work on their eponymous first album, which 

is released in April and peaks on the Billboard 

Pop Album Charts at No. 17. The album remains 

on the chart for 148 weeks.

» 1970  Members shorten the band name 

to Chicago and release their second album, 

“Chicago II.” The album eventually goes 

1965 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1977 1978 1981 1984
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musical, best lighting design of 
a musical and best direction of 
a musical.

 Peter M. Nadler (MED ’06) 
is the � rst special education 
department chair for Lake 
Zurich High School in Illinois, 
where he oversees program-
ming and the department of 25 
people. He previously served as 
a special education teacher at 
Mundelein High School, also 
in Illinois.

 Je� rey M. Bergholtz (LAS 
MA ’07) joined Forest Road 
School in La Grange Park, 
Ill., as principal on July 1. He 
previously served as principal 
of James Giles School in 
Norridge, Ill.

 Nicholas D. Chiou (CDM 
’07) is an editor at Cutters 
Studios in Chicago, where 
he previously served as an 
assistant. His most recent 
commercial credits include 
national spots for American 
Airlines, Citibank, Disney, 
Nike Inc., and Spalding Sports 
Equipment. He has worked 
alongside top-tier directors and 
agency executives.

 James M. Dierx (CDM 
’07) was promoted to 
editor at the Los Angeles 
o�  ce of Whitehouse Post, 
a � lm editing company. He 
previously served as assistant 

editor. Dierx’s reel includes 
work for Allstate, Toyota, GE, 
Barbie and Google.

» Ryan C. Evans (JD 
’07) is an associate at 
Swanson, Martin & Bell 
LLP, where he focused 
his practice on the 
defense of hospitals, 
medical groups, 
long-term and acute 
care facilities, physi-
cians, nurses and other 
medical professionals in 
complex medical 
negligence and 
wrongful death actions. 
He previously served as 
an associate for Baker & 
Enright.

 Carol M. McGury (LAS 
MS ’07) was inducted into 
the 2016 BizBash Hall of 
Fame. She serves as executive 
vice president of event 
and education services at 
SmithBucklin, which she 
joined in 1988.

» Casey B. McMillan 
(JD ’07) joined 
Swanson, Martin and 
Bell LLP in Chicago as 
of counsel. She focuses 
her practice on 
matters in the enter-
tainment industry with 
an emphasis on 
television and motion 
picture. McMillan 
previously served as 
an attorney for HARPO 
Productions Inc., 
where she provided 
legal counsel for a vari-
ety of TV shows, 
including “The Oprah 
Winfrey Show.”

 Shawn Robinson (MED 
’07) received an Outstanding 
Alumni Award from the 
University of Wisconsin-Os-
hkosh Alumni Association. 
� is award recognizes alumni 
achievement and those with 
exceptional potential for 
future success. Robinson is a 
researcher in Madison, Wis., 

who studies race, giftedness 
and dyslexia.

 Eric S. Stang (MUS ’07) is 
a keyboardist and songwriter 
and one-half of the alternative 
pop duo Polarcode, which 
he formed with bandmate 
and drummer Mario Cerutti 
(MUS ’09) while both were 
attending DePaul. � e group 
released the EP “Supernatu-
ral” in 2013 and the single “I 
Crave You” In 2016.

 Robert Vargas (LAS ’07) 
published his book “Wound-
ed City: Violent Turf Wars 
in a Chicago Barrio,” which 
explores gang violence in the 
Little Village neighborhood. 
He is an urban sociologist 
and assistant professor at 
the University of Notre 
Dame, where he researches 
the e� ects of politics and 
government policies on the 
physical and social conditions 
of low-income communities, 
focusing on gang violence 
and health care.

 Mohammed A. Al Khalifa 
(MBA ’08) was appointed as 
the minister of oil in Bahrain. 
He joined the Ministry of 
Finance in 1999, became 
director of government 
shareholdings in 2005 and 
was later appointed chief 
executive of the National Oil 
and Gas Authority.

 Ashley M. Casey (LAS ’08) 
is associate director of advocacy 
at Invest in the USA, a nation-
al trade association that brings 
foreign direct investment to 
the United States for economic 
development projects. She was 
previously a government a� airs 
associate at the American 
Association for Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons.

 Jessica M. Evans (EDU ’08), 
a former Blue Demon softball 
player, hosted a three-day 
softball clinic for � fth- through 
eighth-grade girls at Guerin 
College Preparatory High 
School in River Grove, Ill. 
Morgan Maize (LAS ’16), 
also a former softball Blue 
Demon, also coached at the 
clinic.

 Richard L. Lax (JD ’08) is 
a Las Vegas-based magician 
who has worked with many 
notable magicians, including 
David Copper� eld and Justin 
Flom, the latter with whom he 
created the TV show “Wizard 
Wars,” which ran on the SyFy 
network for two seasons. In 
just one year, he has reached 
more than 1 billion video 
views on his Facebook page, 
where he posts sleight-of-hand 
and interactive videos.

 Pamela G. McCarthy 
(MED ’08) is principal of 
St. John’s Preparatory School 

platinum and produces several top 10 hits.

» 1971-1977  The band releases nine 

albums to great acclaim, including their 

highest-charting single to date, “Saturday 

in the Park,” on “Chicago V” 

in 1972.

» 1978  Kath dies of an accidental self-in-

flicted gunshot wound. The band debates 

whether to go on but eventually hire 

Donnie Dacus to fill in.

» 1981  Guitarist Bill Champlin joins the band.

» 1984-1990  In 1984, the band releases 

“Chicago 17,” their best-selling album to 

date. Cetera leaves the group to launch 

a solo career and is replaced with Jason 

Scheff. The band adds guitarist Dawayne 

Bailey and drummer Tris Imboden, who 

replaces Seraphine.

» 1995  Bailey departs and is replaced with 

Keith Howland. The band establishes the 

Chicago Records label to reissue albums.

» 1999-2010s  Champlin leaves in 2009 

and is replaced by Lou Pardini. Drummer 

Walfredo Reyes Jr. joins that same 

year. In 2014, they release their first 

album of original music in eight years, 

Chicago XXXVI.

» 2015-2016  Fifty years after the band’s 

founding, they are nominated for the Rock 

and Roll Hall of Fame. They are inducted 

on April 8 in a ceremony at the Barclays 

Center in Brooklyn, N.Y. Cetera declines to 

attend, but Seraphine joins the band for a 

performance for the first time in 25 years. 

Kath’s daughter, Michelle Kath Sinclair, 

accepts the award on her father’s behalf.

1999 2010 2015 2016



38      DEPAUL MAGAZINE         WINTER 2016

CLASS NOTES

in Collegeville, Minn. She 
is previously served as the 
interim assistant division 
director for the upper school 
and dean of students at the 
Latin School of Chicago.

 Shelli A. Walters (SNL 
’08) was sworn in as deputy 
chief of the Clermont Police 
Department in Florida on 
Aug. 9. For the last 27 years, 
she has served as police 
commander for the Altamonte 
Springs Police Department in 
the operations bureau.

» Avanti Bakane (JD 
’09) is a partner at 
Hinshaw & Culbertson 
LLP’s Chicago office. 
She represents publicly 
traded and smaller 
companies in complex 
class action lawsuits, 
antitrust matters and 
other commercial 
litigation, with a focus 
in consumer class 
action defense. She was 
previously an associate 
at the firm.

 Brian D. Barasch (THE 
’09) was named to the � fth 
annual “Double Chai in the 
Chi: 36 Under 36” list of 
young Jewish movers and 
shakers in Chicago. He is the 

communications manager 
at Marwen, an organization 
that provides free visual arts 
education for underserved 
youth across Chicago.

 Jeremiah B. Charles (BUS 
MS ’09) leads the mortgage 
securities team of First Trust 
Mortgage Income Fund, where 
he has worked since 2013.

 Matthew J. Dominick 
(CDM ’09) was named to 
the Crain’s Chicago Business 
list of 20 in their 20s. He is 
director of photography at 
Banner Collective, a creative 
video production company 
in Chicago’s West Loop. 
He previously served as 
production manager for the 
Chicago Blackhawks and was 
a producer for the Emmy 
Award-winning “Blackhawks 
TV.”

 Sarah M. Engel (CMN ’09) 
is a reporter at KVOA-TV in 
Tuscon, Ariz. She previously 
worked for radio stations 
WBEZ, WCPT and WILV in 
Chicago.

 Michelle Hu� man (CMN 
’09) is a writer and editor 
based in Chicago who special-
izes in real estate and personal 
� nance. She is a contributor 
for GoBankingRates.

 Anisa L. Jordan (JD ’09) 
was appointed as a member 
of the tra�  c laws and courts 
section council of the 
Illinois State Bar Association, 
which provides professional 
services to Illinois lawyers 
and education services to the 
public. She is founder and 
owner of the Jordan Law Firm 
in Arlington Heights, Ill.

BIRTHS & ADOPTIONS

» Jonathan B. Shore 
(MBA ’06) and his wife, 
Samira, celebrated the birth 
of their � rst child, Jayla 
Hasanovic Shore, on July 3.

» Dan P. Green (BUS 
’01) and his wife, 
Melinda Green (CSH ’01) 
welcomed their second 
daughter, Lily Loyola 
Green, on July 2.

 Phillip D. Knouse (CSH 
MS ’09) graduated from 
medical school at Southern 
Illinois University School of 
Medicine. He specializes in 
internal medicine at Advocate 
Lutheran General Hospital in 
Park Ridge, Ill.

 Elianna A. Rivkin (CSH 
’09, CSH MS ’15) is 
co-creator of the Chicago River 
Clean Sweep, which marked its 
fourth year in May. � e Clean 
Sweep is an annual kayaking 
and canoeing event during 
which participants beautify 
the river. Rivkin is an assistant 
guide at Kayak Chicago.

 Brenton Ryan (MUS ’09) 
was one of 12 � nalists in 
the 2016 edition of Placido 
Domingo’s Operalia com-
petition. Ryan, a tenor, won 
the prestigious Birgit Nilsson 
Prize for the best singing of 
repertoire of Richard Strauss 
and Richard Wagner. He is 
part of the Los Angeles Opera’s 
Young Artist Program.

 Chandler M. Slavin (LAS 
’09) draws on her experience 
as an environmentalist in her 
current position of sustainabil-
ity and marketing manager for 
Dordan Manufacturing Co., a 
PET thermoformed packaging 
company in Woodstock, Ill., 
owned by her family. She 
joined the company in 2009.

2010s

» Dario Bolanos (BUS 
’10) is growth and 
development director in 
the Chicago office of 
Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Co. In this 
role, he works to attract, 
select, develop and 
retain a team of financial 
representatives. He 
started as a financial 
representative with the 
company in 2011.

 James P. Drew (CMN ’10, 
CDM MS ’13) is director of 
basketball operations for the 
University of Central Florida 

men’s basketball team. He 
previously served as head prep 
coach for Victory Rock Prep 
in Sarasota, Fla.

 Kyle M. Dunleavy 
(CDM ’10) has worked as 
a production assistant on 
several TV shows and � lms in 
Chicago, including “Shame-
less,” “Empire,” “Chicago Fire,” 
“Sense8,” “� e Headhunters 
Calling” and “O�  ce Christmas 
Party.” He is a video producer 
for the Ravinia Festival.

 Dustin L. Gerdes (MBA ’10) 
is manager of analytics and 
customer engagement for Rhea 
+ Kaiser in Naperville, Ill., 
where he helps the company 
better target and engage their 
clients. He previously served 
as manager of competitive 
intelligence at Groupon Inc.

 Elbert L. Hearon (CSH 
MS ’10) is a senior solutions 
consultant at Infogix Inc. In 
this role, he advises prospective 
and existing clients on the 
optimal use of the company’s 
data analysis platform.

 Jerry F. LaBuy (MFA ’10) is 
a full-time assistant professor 
in mass communication 
at Rock Valley College in 
Rockford, Ill., where he has 
worked since 2007. LaBuy also 
serves as the director of the 
Mosaic Film Project and the 
festival chair and programmer 
for their annual Mosaic World 
Film Festival.

 Brittani M. Smith (CDM 
’10) was the casting director 
for the � lm “� e Dog Lover,” 
which premiered in July. She is 
a casting associate at Fiorentino 
Casting in Los Angeles.

 Crystal Williams (SNL 
MA ’10) was recognized as 
a distinguished professional 
in her � eld by Women of 
Distinction Magazine in 2016. 
She is the founder and CEO 
of Family Hugs Inc., which 
provides health education and 
counseling services for parents.

 Alexander C. Campbell (JD 
’11) is an associate attorney 
at the Cleveland o�  ce of 
Buckingham, Doolittle & 
Burroughs LLC, where he 
works in the business practice 
group. He focuses his practice 
on representing businesses and 
tax-exempt organizations in 
formation, governance and 
compliance issues. Campbell 

joins the � rm from Mosher & 
Associates LLC in Chicago.

 Alexander C. Campbell (JD 
’11) is an associate attorney 
in the business practice group 
of Buckingham, Doolittle & 
Burroughs LLC’s Cleveland 
o�  ce. He focuses his practice 
on representing businesses and 
tax-exempt organizations re-
garding formation, governance 
and compliance issues.

 Keith D. Davis (MED 
’11) is principal at Heather 
Hill Elementary School in 
Flossmoor, Ill. He previously 
served as assistant principal 
at Con� uence Academy-Old 
North in St. Louis, where he 
is working toward a doctorate 
in educational leadership at St. 
Louis University.

 Suzanne C. Gillen (MUS ’11, 
MM ’13) is a freelance � utist 
and teacher in the Chicagoland 
area. She performed at Narloch 
Piano Studio in Chicago on 
July 20.

 Colin M. Kelahan (LAS ’11) 
is co-owner of Small Fry, a late-
night burger and fry restaurant 
in the Chicago’s Logan Square 
neighborhood. Kelahan opened 
the restaurant on June 18.

» Sravanthi Putumbaka 
(BUS ’11) is an analyst on 
the investment banking 
team at Brown Gibbons 
Lang & Co. in their 
Chicago office. She 
previously served as a 
senior analyst at Ziegler 
Capital Markets.

 Eric M. Wallace (BUS ’11) 
signed with the Carolina 
Panthers football team in 
Charlotte, N.C. He spent 
the last three years playing 
Australian Rules Football in the 
Australian Football League.

 Lynsey E. Ciezki (EDU ’12) 
is an assistant softball coach for 
the DePaul University women’s 
softball team. Ciezki played for 
the Blue Demons from 2009 
to 2012. She was previously 
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assistant softball coach at 
Harper College in Palatine, Ill.

 Marquis F. Hill (MM ’12) 
and his jazz ensemble, the 
Blacktet, opened for Grammy 
Award-winning singer 
Gregory Porter at Chicago 
Symphony Center on June 30.

» Chris M. Keppner 
(MBA ’12) was promot-
ed to principal at 
Eriksson Engineering 
Associates Ltd. He 
joined the firm in 2013 
as the Chicago 
operations manager. 
As principal, he strives 
to position the office 
for further growth and 
continues to expand 
the industrial and 
urban redevelopment 
market presence.

 Victoria J. Mora (BUS ’12) 
is assistant vice president of 
credit and syndications for GSG 
Financial LLC in New York, 
where she is responsible for 
credit underwriting of midticket 
transactions, providing analysis 
for banking partners and the 
chief � nancial o�  cer, and 
monitoring and modifying 
credit scoring models. She 
previously worked for MB 
Financial Bank NA in Chicago 
as a commercial banking o�  cer.

 Brian A. Polick (MBA ’12) 
is enterprise account executive 
at Turbonomic Inc. Before 
joining the company, he 
served as major account sales 
executive for Microsoft.

 Jennifer Roop (CMN MA 
’12) was pro� led on Top 
Female Executives, Profes-
sionals and Entrepreneurs, 
an online publisher that 
recognizes outstanding female 
executives in a variety of � elds. 
Roop is the marketing and 
communications manager for 
the DePaul Department of 
Student Services.

 Amy N. Schwartz (LAS 
’12) is design director for 

Cards Against Humanity 
and logistics company 
Blackbox, both based in 
Chicago. She is a graphic 
design lecturer at DePaul.

 Lisandra Tena (THE ’12) 
wrote and performs the 
one-woman play “Guera,” 
during which the audience 
chooses scenes from a menu 
for Tena to perform.

 Ge Wang (JD ’12) is 
founder and owner of ESQ 
Clothing, a Chicago-based 
men’s clothing company in 
the West Loop specializing 
in custom suits. In 2016, he 
out� tted six players for the 
NBA draft.

 Miguel A. Ayala (LAS 
’13) is the communications 
director for the Hillary for 
America campaign in Nevada. 
He joined the campaign after 
12 years in federal government 
service, most recently as the 
Small Business Administration 
press secretary. As an under-
graduate at DePaul, Miguel 
was an intern for Clinton’s � rst 
Senate campaign.

 Nour M. Bahrani (JD ’13) 
was named to the Crain’s Chi-
cago Business list of 20 in their 
20s. She is an attorney at Life 
Span, a Chicago nonpro� t that 
provides legal and counseling 
services to victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault 
and has helped to increase the 
organization’s Arab-American 
clientele from zero to 200 in 
two years.

 Fabio Franchi (MBA ’13) 
is business development 
manager for Argo Translation 
Inc., a full-service translation 
� rm based in Glenview, Ill. 
He previous worked in sales 
and business development for 
Hickman Williams & Co. in 
Oak Brook, Ill.

 Maria D. Pahl (JD ’13) 
was featured on the Windy 
City Times list of 30 Under 
30 in Chicago’s LGBT 
Youth Community. She is 
the legal director and sta�  
attorney at TransLife Center 
Chicago House.

 Mark E. Piper (LAS MS 
’13) was named director of 
Mercy Association for the 
Sisters of Mercy West Midwest 
Community, which reaches 
across two-thirds of the United 
States. He is based in Chicago. 

 Richard C. Ray (CMN 
’13) works as a breaking 
news reporter and is a news 
editor for the Chicago 
Tribune and for � ve weekly 
Pioneer Press publications.

» Joelle M. Shabat (JD 
’13) is an associate with 
Swanson, Martin & Bell 
LLP, where she focuses 
her practice on medical 
negligence and health 
care, civil rights and 
governmental liability, 
insurance and product 
liability. She was 
previously an associate 
with Greene and Letts.

 Kandace I. � omas 
(CMN’13, CMN MA ’15) 
joined News Channel 25 
in Texas as a reporter and 
multimedia journalist. She 
previously interned at WLS-
TV, WGN-TV, WBBM-TV 
and the Midwestern Bureau of 
NBC News.

 Taylor Tolchin (LAS 
’13) was the Robert C. 
Wright writer in residence at 
Minnesota State University, 
Mankato. She is a second-year 
creative writing MFA candidate 
at the university.

 Erin J. Tubbs (MA ’13) is the 
city administrator for Aledo, 
Ill. She was previously an 
administrator in Villa Park, Ill.

 Brandon J. Weichert (LAS 
’13) presented at � e Institute 
of World Politics (IWP) in May 
2016 as part of IWP’s Second 
Annual Student Symposium 
hosted by IWP student 
ambassadors. He lectured on 
the topic of space dominance 
with a focus on American 
grand strategy. Weichert is a 
former congressional sta� er and 
an associate member of New 
College at University of Oxford.

 Myisha L. Boulware (SNL 
’14) launched the app Save 
Our Students, which she 
hopes will help prevent bully-
ing. � e free app, available on 
the Apple Store and Google 

Play, allows students to report 
bullying anonymously.

 Ernie C. Enriquez (BUS ’14) 
is an economist at the U.S. 
Department of Commerce 
Bureau of Economic Analysis. 
He � nished an internship 
with � e White House at the 
National Economic Council, 
which advises the president on 
national and global economic 
policy.

 Joe D. Keery (THE ’14) plays 
Steve Harrington in the Net� ix 
series, “Stranger � ings,” which 
premiered on July 15. Prior 
to this role, Keery appeared in 
episodes of “Chicago Fire” and 
“Empire,” and had a role in the 
� lm “Henry Gamble’s Birthday 
Party.”

 Kiandra A. Layne (THE 
’14) was featured in the 
Chicago Tribune list of 
Hot New Faces of Chicago 
� eater 2016. She appeared 
in “Byhalia, Mississippi” at 
Steppenwolf � eatre.

 Michael Osinski (MFA ’14) 
is director of the Philadelphia 
premiere of “Moth,” which 
closed out Azuka � eatre’s 
16th season. He is co-founder 
and former producing artistic 
director of Flashpoint � eatre 
Company in Philadelphia.

 Karrar Ahmed Taher (MBA 
’14) is co-founder of Driven 
by You, a rental company in Hy-
derabad, India that specializes in 
self-driving cars and motorized 
bikes. He also jointly owns the 
co� ee shop Driven Cafe.

 Melissa E. Akinlawon 
(CMN MA ’15) was named to 
the National Minority Quality 
Forum’s 2016 list of 40 Under 
40 Leaders in Health. She 
is advocacy coordinator for 
the American Association of 
Diabetes Educators.

 Joseph A. Falk (JD ’15) 
is an associate attorney with 
Segal McCambridge Singer 
& Mahone Ltd., where he 
focuses his practice in toxic 
torts and complex commercial 
litigation. He previously served 
as an attorney for Goldstein 
Bender & Romano� .

 Christopher J. Ginn (JD ’15) 
is a judge advocate in the Judge 
Advocate General Corps of the 
U.S. Air Force. He is working 
in military justice at Kadena Air 
Base on Okinawa Island, Japan.

 Sarah L. Gorden (CMN 
’15) is a soccer player for the 
Chicago Red Stars in their 2016 
season. She previously played 
for Eclipse Select Soccer Club.

 India S. Mayer (CMN ’15) 
joined � e Andrews Agency 
LLC in Nashville, Tenn., as an 
associate account executive. 
She focuses on the restaurant, 
tourism, real estate and retail 
industries. She previously 
served as an account manager 
for CLouise Public Relations 
in Chicago.

 Rebecca D. Mitrea (BUS 
’15) was selected by � e Big 
East Conference as the NCAA 
Woman of the Year Nominee. 
She is a tennis player who was 
honored with the 2015-16 
Big East Scholar-Athlete 
Sport Excellence Award and 
the Arthur Ashe Leadership 
and Sportsmanship Award 
from the Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association.

» Samantha M. Odyniec 
(JD ’15) is an attorney 
with Segal McCam-
bridge Singer & 
Mahoney, where she 
focuses her practice on 
toxic tort litigation.

 Kelvin Wong (MFA ’15) 
produced “Antigone” for the 
Kuala Lumpur Performing 
Arts Centre in Malaysia, 
where he was previously a 
director-in-residence.

 Zachary M. Ganieany 
(BUS ’16) is an analyst on the 
investment banking team at 
the Chicago o�  ce of Brown 
Gibbons Lang & Co. He was 
previously an intern there.

 Denitra D. Gri�  n (EDD 
’16) was named to the Chicago 
Defender list of Women of 
Excellence 2016. She is chief 
strategic o�  cer for AGB 
Investigative Services Inc. She 
has previously served as an 
assistant principal, instructional 
coach, program manager and 
an elementary school teacher in 
Chicago Public Schools.



DONOR PROFILE

For more than a decade, an innovative clinic 
at DePaul has o� ered advice to students 

through the Croak Student Legal Services 
(CSLS) program. Now, an endowment 
campaign in honor of the clinic’s founding 
director, the Rev. � omas Croak, C.M. (JD 
’91), has raised more than $130,000 from 
Chicago law � rms and attorneys to ensure 
that the program can serve students for years 
to come.

“� e mission of CSLS is to help students 
resolve their legal problems with as little 
disruption as possible to their educational 
endeavors,” says Sarah Baum (JD ’08), the 
current CSLS director. Since its founding 
in 2006, CSLS has served more than 2,250 
DePaul students.

“� e majority of our students don’t come 
from wealthy families where parents can 
have an attorney review a lease or resolve 
a con� ict,” says Jose Padilla, vice president 
and general counsel at DePaul, whose o�  ce 
works closely with the CSLS. CSLS focuses on 
helping students to make educated choices to 
prevent legal di�  culties.  While CSLS cannot 
represent students in court, it can help them 
understand their rights and obligations, pro-
vide general recommendations and help them 
� nd useful resources, including referrals to 
licensed, practicing attorneys with experience 
related to their case. 

“Fr. Tom Croak is a friend, and I admire 
very much what he’s done with his life and 
career,” says DePaul Trustee Mary Dempsey 
(JD ‘82). “He’s a lawyer who has put his 
Vincentian principles into practice in his 
work.”  Dempsey is president of the Philip H. 
Corboy Foundation, which made a generous 
gift to the Croak endowment.

Fr. Croak, who says he is “� attered and 
a little overwhelmed” by the generous gifts 
made in his honor, stays in close touch with 
CSLS and continues to volunteer at DePaul’s 
Asylum & Immigration Law Clinic. “I enjoy 
working with students,” he says. “It keeps 
me young.”

Croak Endowment Fund Supports 
Legal Services for Students

The Chicago law firms listed here 
supported the Croak endowment campaign 
with leadership gifts that together far 
exceeded the original $75,000 target: 

Chapman & Cutler LLP

DLA Piper

Drinker Biddle, LLP

Jones Day

Perkins Coie

Husch Blackwell
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Upcoming Events

Event RecapsDePaul Pride

JANUARY 

7 Self Defense Class for 
Women at The Ray » 
Chicago

12 Faculty Speaking 
Engagement: Bioethics and 
Social Media » Wheeling, Ill.

15 Pregame Reception & 
Women’s Basketball vs. 
Xavier » Chicago 

17 Annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Prayer Breakfast » 
Chicago

17 Wine and Cheese Pairing » 
Chicago 

21 Pregame Reception & 
Men’s Basketball vs. Butler 
» Rosemont, Ill.

21 Pregame Reception & 
Women’s Basketball vs. 
Marquette » Chicago 

28 DePaul Family Theatre 
Performance: “Night 
Runner” » Chicago 

FEBRUARY 

4 Pregame Reception & 
Men’s Basketball vs. 
Marquette » Rosemont, Ill.

5 Pregame Reception & 
Women’s Basketball vs. 
Seton Hall » Chicago 

8 Black Alumni Chapter 
& Black Student Union 
Networking Night » 
Chicago 

11 Pregame Reception & 
Men’s Basketball vs. 
Creighton » Rosemont, Ill.

18 Volunteer Project: Chicago 
Community Tool Bank » 
Chicago 

24 Pregame Reception & 
Women’s Basketball vs. 
Villanova » Chicago 

25 Blue Demon Day » 
Nationwide 

MARCH 

10 DePaul Opera Performance 
» Chicago

18 Tour and Tasting at Ten 
Ninety Brewing Co. » 
Glenview, Ill.  

Registration dates vary. Please 
visit alumni.depaul.edu/events 

for more information. 

Do you have a photo that shows your DePaul spirit? Send the image 
to dpalumni@depaul.edu with your name and the location where the 
photo was taken, and you may see yourself in a future issue of DePaul 
Magazine. High-resolution images only.

Joseph Weiss (LAS ’08) with his 
wife, Claire, on top of Huayna Picchu, 
overlooking Machu Picchu, Peru 

Abe Reising (LAS MA ’09) outside 
Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris

Young Alumni Mixology 
Class on Sept. 28 » Ever 
wondered how to make a good 
Manhattan? Or what a muddler does? 
DePaul graduates gathered at Whole 
Foods in Lincoln Park to learn the 
art of crafting the perfect cocktail. In 
addition to learning the recipes for a 
few classic drinks, they practiced the 
basic techniques—shaking, straining 
and, yes, muddling—that make 
cocktails great.

Annual Fall Tour: Graceland 
Cemetery on Oct. 2 » 
Cemeteries can teach us a surprising 
amount about the world around 
us. On a guided tour of Graceland 
Cemetery, alumni learned how its 
many esteemed “residents,” including 
Marshall Field, Daniel Burnham and 
Louis Sullivan, shaped the Chicago 
that we know and love today.

Faculty Speaking 
Engagements » � is fall, alumni 
across the country got to learn from 
DePaul’s excellent faculty � rsthand. 
Associate Professor Mark Potosnak 
spoke to the Arizona alumni chapter 
about climate change, Professor 
Clara Orban gave the Washington, 
D.C., chapter a lecture on the “world 
of wine” and Associate Professor 
Suzanne Bell spoke to alumni in 
Naperville, Ill.,  about her research on 
the best way to assemble a team of 
astronauts to travel to Mars.

Freshman Alana Fligelman and Iris 
Fojt-Fligelman (BUS ‘95) in Panama City, 
Panama

Jen Kouba (CMN ’07, MA ’11) on a sunrise 
hike up Mount Batur, an active volcano in 
Bali, Indonesia

Ann Zadina Hines (SNL’11) at the 
Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul in 
St. Petersburg, Russia

James Andrews (CMN MA ’13) in front of 
the Opera House in Sydney, Australia

Jennifer Ganser (BUS ’01) in Isalo 
National Park, Madagascar

JoAnn Peterson-Montecki (BUS 
’81, MAC ’82) at Grace Bay 
Beach, Turks and Caicos



1 East Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, Illinois 60604

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Looking Back  Army Specialized Training Program Unit

Soldiers in the Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP) converged on DePaul’s Lincoln Park campus during World War II. Civilians 

moved downtown to the Loop, while the university repurposed the “uptown” campus to provide facilities and training for these student-

soldiers. Here, ASTP members pose in front of DePaul’s Academy Building  (now Byrne Hall).

(DePaul University Photographs: “Wars and Wartime—World War II, 1942-1943.” Special Collections and Archives, DePaul University Library)


